
ЗАГАЛЬНА ПЕДАГОГІКА ТА ІСТОРІЯ ПЕДАГОГІКИ

7

ÓÄÊ 811:378-057.87(477)«45»

PhD in Pedagogics, Associate Professor,
Head of the Department of Foreign Languages

Shupyk National Medical Academy of Postgraduate Education

The article deals with the aspects of the genesis of Ukrainian higher school students’ competency-based foreign 
language training in the late 20th – the early 21st century. There are observed some development trends for the national 
language education in the age of the educational system modernization and shifts in the socio-economic priorities. The 
prospects for studying the history of foreign language education are noted to be closely connected to the competency- 
centered educational concept.
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Starting up the intense reception and implementa-
tion of a competency-based learning in the Ukrainian 
foreign language education was simultaneous with the 
revolutionary modernization of education, in particular, 

a national educational strategy wherein the human right 

out a point-by-point higher education reform in accord-
ance with the requirements for the development of the 

of innovative regulations for changing fundamentally 

the specialists’ target training system within the gov-
ernment contract to meet the state-fund priority sectors’ 

as well as to meet the needs of the education by itself; 
to develop a mechanism for providing the state guaran-
tees of graduate employability for state contract basis 
students; develop and adopt the system of managerial, 

-
cerning the selection, training and education of young 

In Ukraine, the higher education system rigorous 
transformation was launched along with the active 
implementation of a competency-based ideologeme into 

rooted in the Report to UNESCO of the International 

-
-

ing to do; learning to live together, learning to live with 
-

-

the openness and interaction of the world educational 

In Ukraine, this approach was recorded either 
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designating the higher education system development 

It is as it should be that the measures on improving 
-

ence on the development of foreign language education 
in Ukraine, which adopted the European integration 

are widely and comprehensively presented in the papers 
-

-

necessity of reevaluating some aspects of higher educa-

Soviet teaching methods, such as the academic activity 
ideologizing, the prevalence of pedagogical aspects over 

why since Ukraine gained independence its language 
education has paid much attention to the learner-centered 
approach as one of the most effective and cross func-
tional in building a teacher – student productive commu-

-

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine, the higher 
education institutions were required to deliberately work 

In general, the tendency to humanizing the higher lin-

regulations of the Ministry of Education and Science 

and Instruction Packet of the Ministry of Education and 

taking consistent and purposeful measures on preparing 
students for independent activities in the current higher 

learner-centered approach was in the intentions and the 

competencies, the manifestation of professional compe-

idea of developing students’ abilities to self-activity was 

which were given ample opportunities to independently 
program the research and educational work, on the one 
hand, but they were required to bring the implemented 
activities in line with the fundamental laws of Ukraine, 
the regulations of educational standards, as well as legal 
and regulatory documents of the Ministry of Education 

Analyzing the documentation goes to prove that 

on the process of modernizing the educational system 
in Ukraine, in its positive and negative development, 

in the number of public and – somewhat later – private 
higher education institutions not always had a positive 

the private ones; it led to a decrease in the pedagogi-
cal potential, both for language education and the whole 

the increased number of universities and thus, students 

the powerful commercialization of higher education, 

consumer’s commitment to gaining a diploma to begin 

promoted by the Ministry of Education and Science of 

the advanced foreign language training of higher school 
-

sion concerning the introduction of so-called double spe-

biology, Ukrainian or Russian language, could receive 

-

-

rights of national minorities to use their native language 
as the language of tuition, it was introduced studying the 
mother-tongue in parallel with the profession-oriented 

some universities perform successful students’ bilingual 

At the same time, it requires further efforts both in man-
aging the academic activity and engaging skilled teach-

On the one hand, this approach is quite natural, espe-
cially for the purposes of satisfying the general human-
itarian requirements and the values of the individual, as 

language competence obtained by the students of non-

a student specialized in biology, geography or physics 
-

Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine” made a 

teachers shortage, especially in the rural areas, which 
-

sored enrollment of rural young people at the higher edu-

the current practice of promoting dual degrees, when a 

Over the period the communicative approach was 
established as dominant methodological and didactic 
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guidelines for building foreign language competence in 
-

-

combined speaking, reading, writing, listening; linguis-
tic knowledge and skills, which included phonetics and 

Searching for an optimal educational model, adapted 
-
-

paradigm shift in the language education as for building 

the tendency to identify the most productive learning 
technologies, testing different methods of teaching and 
learning languages has discovered many ambiguous, 
contradictory aspects, such as the eclectic use of teach-
ing methods, or the marked prevalence of one methodo-

in the development of the Ukrainian language education 
have been quite natural against the background of its sci-

In fact, the last decade of the 20th century manifested 
the stepped-up introduction of new methodological 
developments and creative revision of the time-tested 

some, the most sought-after, methods for students’ for-
-

used mostly to learn foreign languages, the methods 
of monologue and dialogue activation of vocabulary 
reception and retention mechanisms, listening, includ-

 

capacity of the individual and the collective, suggest-cy-

at that stage, pride of place went to the role playing, 
communicative and developmental teaching method, 
situational cognitive method and integrative techniques; 
to select them was determined by higher school students’ 

Such educational space reversed the model of 

from the Soviet methodical tradition a teacher acquired 
the function of a moderator in students’ foreign language 

The national scientists consider the implementation 
of the teaching and learning activities in the end of 20th – 
the beginning of 21st century to be conducted by using 

-

at the turn of 20th – 21st centuries applying such infor-
mation technological tools and organizational forms of 

teaching, as online lessons, electronic learning materi-

At the same time, using the information technologies 
or newish teaching methods was not necessarily to 

one hand, teachers and students mastered the alternative 
forms and technologies of teaching and learning foreign 

-
odological resource of the offered methods hardly ever 

The remarkable thing is that providing teachers and 
students with educational materials was somewhat eclec-

Replenishing the higher educational institutions library 

or another institution, but the library collection mainly 
-

 

books focused on teaching listening, reading, writing, 

The analysis of the educational materials as well as 

the last century – the early 21st century there were made 
attempts to build a national model of foreign language 

the long-term transition to a competence-based edu-
cational methodology, as well as the other compelling 
reasons, the Ukrainian teachers failed in building the 

-

intensive testing of various forms and methods of teach-
ing foreign languages it has been able to obtain con-
sensus on the implementation of a competence-based 

-
tent of the competence-based foreign language edu-
cation is synergetic, because it includes all of the most 
productive and potentially sought-after technologies; 
building the foreign linguistic competence in Ukrain-
ian higher school students refers to the varied use of 

 

dialogue methods of teaching, discussion workshops, 
problem-based learning, a cognitive-based method, cog-

To make building students’ foreign linguistic compe-
tence promising in Ukraine one should structure a com-
petence-centered terminological system and emphasize 

-
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