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The article deals with the problem of language
proficiency skills formation of university students
majoring in Economics. On the grounds of the
theoretical sources analysis Language Portfo-
lio is suggested as a method of communicative
language competence formation of future econo-
mists. The main components and parts of Lan-
guage Portfolio are examined.

The necessity to implement a large-scale reform
of education in Ukraine requires the introduction
of a new approach to the process of preparation
of higher education institutions graduates. The
new state European integration policy of Ukraine
into European economic, political and educa-
tional structures involves the training of com-
petitive specialists capable of successfully imple-
menting the process of cooperation between
Ukraine and Europe and the rest of the world.
One of the most important conditions for the suc-
cessful accomplishment of this task is to teach
young specialists the necessary skills for pro-
fessional communication in a foreign language,
conducting business negotiations, reading and
understanding professional literature. Teaching
such skills to university students is an essential
component in achieving the main goal of teach-
ing a foreign language in higher education institu-
tions — mastering a foreign language as a means
of professional communication.

The aim of the article is to analyze the formation
of language proficiency skills of future econo-
mists. It should be emphasized that the formation
of language competence itself does not guar-
antee an increase in educational efficiency of
students who major in Economics. Effective use
of language portfolio in the process of learning
a foreign language is possible under the follow-
ing pedagogical conditions: the consistent and
systematic introduction of this method for four
types of speech activity, taking into account the
level of communicative competence of students,
improvement of IT training of teachers and rea-
sonable application of self-study activities. The
portfolio method, together with traditional educa-
tional technologies, can be an effective mecha-
nism for motivating and developing education at
university.

Key words: language proficiency, language
portfolio, higher educational establishment, Eng-
lish language teaching, speech activity.

Cmamms npucssyeHa akmyasibHiti npo6iemi
chopmysaHHsi  MOBHOI  KOMIemeHmHocmi  y
cmyOdeHmig yHiBepcumemis 3 BUKOPUCMAHHSIM

MoBHO20 riopmepensi. [poaHani308aHo PisHi r1io-
XOOU 00 BU3HAYEHHST MOBHOI KOMIEmeHmMHocmi
cmyoeHmis yHiBepcumemis, 30kpemMa cmyoeH-
miB eKOHOMIYHUX creyiasibHocmell. Ha ocHosi
aHasizy meopemuyHUX Oxepesi 3arporioHO-
BaHO BUKopucmaHHs MosHoz20 Mopmebesnisi sk
mMemody ¢hopMyBaHHSI KOMYHIKAmUBHOI MOBHOI
KomnemeHyii MalibymHb020 chaxisysi. Posasns-
Hymi OCHOBHI KOMMOHeHMU | po30inu MosHo20
lNopmceperisi.

HeobxioHicmb ~ poBedeHHs  MaclmaoHoi
pechopmu ocsimu 8 YkpaiHi sumMazae 8rposa-
O)KeHHS1 HOB020 r1idxody 00 rpoyecy Mo2omosKu
BUIMTYCKHUKIB BULYUX Hag4a/IbHUX 3aK/iadis. Hosa
OepxasHa mnosimuka iHmeapauyii YkpaiHu 8
esponelicbKi eKOHOMIYHI, MOAIMUYHI ma oc8imHi
cmpykmypu nepedbadae Mid20mosKy KOHKY-
PEHMOCTIPOMOXHUX  crieyiasicmis, — 30amHux
YCMiWHO BrpoBadXysamu rMpoyec crisnpauyi Mix
Ykpaiqoro, €8porioro ma csimom. OOHieto 3 Hal-
BAXK/IUBILUUX YMOB YCTUWHO20 BUKOHaHHST Yb020
3aB0aHHsl € Hag4aHHs MO/I00uUX crieyjasicmis
HEOOXIOHUX HaBUYOK POGheciliHo2o  CriifiKy-
BaHHS1 IHO3EMHOK MOBOIO, MPOBeAeHHSI OiloBUX
repe20Bopi8, YUmaHHs ma pPo3yMiHHsI ¢haxosoi
nimepamypu. Had6aHHsi makux Hasu4yoK cmy-
deHmamu yHisepcumemy € HallBax/1usiluum
KOMIMOHEHMOM Y OOCSigHeHHI OCHOBHOI Memu
BUK/1@0aHHs iHO3eMHOT MOBU y BULYUX Hasya/lb-
HUX 3ak/1a0ax — 0BO/IOOIHHI IHO3EMHOK MOBOH
51K 32C060M MPOGHECIliHO20 Cri/IKYBaHHSI.

Mema yiei cmammi — npoaHasnisysamu ¢hop-
MyBaHHSI HaBUYOK BOJIOOIHHS MOBOK  Mall-
6ymHix ekoHomicmig. Cnid nidkpecumu, wo
Auwe ghopMysaHHsI MOBHOI KOMITemeHmMHocmi
He eapaHmye MidBULEHHST ehekmuBHOCMI
HagydaHHs1 cmydeHmiB, Wo crieyjasisytomsCcsi Ha
EKoHOMIUYi. EchekmusHe BUKOpUCMaHHSI MO8-
HO20 ropmahorIio 8 rMPoYECi BUBHEHHS IHO3EMHOI
MOBU MOX/IUBE 3a Makux neda2o2iyHux yMos:
roc/idosHe ma cucmemMamuyHe BripOBacKeEHHS
4b020 Memody 00 HomupbLOX BUOIB MOB/IEHHEBOI
0ist/IbHOCMI 3 ypaxyBaHHsIM PIiBHsI KOMyHiKamus-
HOI' KOMMemeHMHOCMI  YYHi8, BOOCKOHA/IEHHS
IT nid2omosKu Buk/iadadis ma po3yMHe 3acmo-
CyBaHHA camocmiliHoi  pobomu  cmydeHmis.
Memod ropmebonio pazom i3 mpaduyitiHumu
oCBimHIMU  mexHosio2isMu Moxe 6ymu egbek-
MUBHUM MEXaHIi3MOM Momusayii ma po3sumky
ocsimu 8 yHisepcumenmi.

KniouoBi cnosa: MosHa KOMMEMEHMHICMb,
mosHull  nopmebesib, 3akiad BuWoI ocsimu,
BUKNI@0aHHs  aH2/iticbkoi MOBU, MOB/IEHHEBA
Oisi/IbHICMb.

Problem statement. The main goal of teaching
foreign languages at university is to use a foreign lan-
guage for professional communication, which is one
of the areas of modern methodological science, par-
ticularly “English for Specific Purposes”. European
Language Portfolio was suggested as a method of
language teaching in the European recommenda-
tions on language education [9]. The Language port-
folio is necessary for a detailed reflection of learning
experience, acquired language skills and the con-
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tent of language courses, stimulating self-educa-
tion and the process of learning foreign languages.
The globalization of the world economy and a grow-
ing demand for competent English-speaking profes-
sionals in the job market have been placing a greater
emphasis on English language teaching in Ukraine.
The universities emphasize developing English skills
for professional communication. English is one of the
core subjects in universities and it is essential that
students’ language proficiency corresponds to up-to-
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date job requirements. Great efforts have been made
to improve language training at all education levels.
[2]. Due to the processes of globalization there are
new requirements of employers for foreign language
proficiency of future economists.

One of such requirements is that they can search
the Internet for professional specific information in
a foreign language. The worldwide network is con-
stantly used by students outside the classroom,
while working on assignments, essays in foreign lan-
guages. The Internet contains an infinite and inex-
haustible number of sources for teaching a foreign
language, makes it possible to communicate in virtual
space using e-mail, chat rooms, forums, blogs. One
of the main components of improving the learning
process efficiency is the student's motivation for cog-
nitive activity and personal achievement.

Overview of recent researches and publica-
tions. The Language portfolio (LP) has been used in
educational institutions at various levels in more than
fifteen member countries of the European Union since
the beginning of the 90s. In 2004 Nikolaeva S.Yu. and
Yagelskaya N.V. developed a professionally oriented
language portfolio for higher educational institutions
of Economics in Ukraine [4. p. 9-12]. Students should
become active subjects of the educational process,
they should be given the opportunity to tell about what
they have already studied, what interests them, what
they want to study, what is more difficult for them. If stu-
dents think about the course of their learning process,
this helps to increase motivation, develop their educa-
tional competence, provides students with the desire
to learn throughout their lives, as noted in the materi-
als on piloting the LP in different countries [5. p. 25].

According to Nikolaeva S.Yu. and Yagelskaya N.V.
[4. p. 9-12], the Portfolio for economists is efficient in
universities, since it better corresponds to the active
involvement of students in independent work on a for-
eign language, providing them with means to deter-
mine the level of foreign language proficiency. The
Portfolio method is considered the most adequate
according to modern requirements, but its imple-
mentation is impossible without the widespread use
of new information technologies. The rapid devel-
opment of the information society over the past two
decades has led to the transformation of the model
of education. The main purpose of training was not
only the acquisition of a certain amount of abstract
knowledge, but also the education of an educated,
active and open-minded member of modern society.

The ability to work with modern information tech-
nologies is considered as mandatory and necessary
for each specialist, especially for the specialist in eco-
nomics. One of the main components of increasing
the effectiveness of the educational process is the
student's motivation for cognitive activity and personal
achievements. The cognitive activity of students is
successful only when their independence develops.

Tarnopolsky O.B. and Kozhushko S.P. consider that in
order to teach a foreign language to students of eco-
nomic faculties it is necessary to introduce autonomy
of creative educational activity [7], in which students
independently solve problematic creative tasks by
means of a foreign language. Therefore, the student
himself has complete autonomy in conducting his own
cognitive activities, which, however, does not exclude
the advice and assistance of the teacher and other stu-
dents, if necessary.

It should be noted that most freshmen have a clear
motivation. It is very important not only to stimulate this
motivation in the educational process, but also not to
reduce it only to the desire to get a diploma. The student
must understand why he needs certain knowledge and
skills, how his personal achievements will be reflectedin
his future life, professional activity, employment, career.
Several types of assignments are used for self-study
activity of students: preparation of essays, presenta-
tions, reports in a foreign language. Presentation of
the abstract is performed in PowerPoint in front of stu-
dents. Such a learning technology contributes to the
development of students' communication skills, critical
thinking, self-presentation, the ability to conduct dis-
cussions, uphold and argue their point of view, syn-
thesize the material studied and present it to the audi-
ence in a quality manner. The student can use the best
abstract or presentation in his language portfolio to
demonstrate his ability to work with authentic sources,
to compile information in a foreign language [8].

Alanguage portfolio is an effective way to motivate
students and develop personality-oriented education.
The term “portfolio” is used in modern education not
only as a language portfolio. Portfolio is a combina-
tion of educational and professional achievements,
their presentation. There is a portfolio of managers,
specialists, departments, universities. Typically, a
portfolio represents the self-presentation of student
learning achievements, which he independently and
quickly captures; work on the portfolio motivates
the student to obtain maximum results in studies,
research activities. A diploma with portfolio can be
an instrument that demonstrates to the employer
the achievements and abilities of a young specialist,
including his level of foreign language proficiency.

The aim of the article is to analyze the language
proficiency skills formation of university students
using Language Portfolio method. Teaching effective
communication skills must be the cornerstone for any
university curriculum. A student who can’'t communi-
cate effectively in English will not be able to compete
in the modern world and to apply his professional
knowledge.

Results. Social, economic, political and cultural
changes in Ukraine, its integration into the world edu-
cational environment, implementation of the EU rec-
ommendations as for the competent specialist train-
ing are impossible without personal and professional
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development of a specialist who is able to adapt to
multicultural, multilingual environment for the real-
ization of personal and professional needs. This is
impossible without achieving a high level of foreign
language proficiency. In the strategic documents
such as: the Law of Ukraine “On Higher Education”
(2014), the “National Education Development Strat-
egy for the period 2012-2021", the “The Concept of
Ukraine Education Development during 2015-2025"
it is emphasized that competitive specialists in Eco-
nomics must be able to speak fluently in a foreign lan-
guage, to conduct business negotiations with foreign
partners, to prepare financial documents, to make
financial agreements/reports, to discuss financial and
economic issues taking into account current trends of
economic development and to improve professional
knowledge by means of reading professional litera-
ture in a foreign language [4].

Communication is an important skill for every
modern student to master. With massive online social
media usage changing how the world communicates,
it's no wonder some struggle to properly communicate
their thoughts and feelings and tailor them to the right
audience. Advances in digital media, changing career
environment and greater competition in colleges and
workplaces makes improving student communication
skills a must. Cramming tips the night before a job
interview won't do the trick if students are trying to
make an impression in the collaborative workplaces
of the future.

How to develop communication or speaking skills?
Just like any other skill set, communication is one
that needs practice. There are different strategies to
enhance students’ speaking abilities. 1) One of the
most common is to offer group presentations and
assignments. Team-building exercises can also help
students sharpen both oral and written communication
skills. Not only does it offer students the chance to work
in small groups, thereby reducing some of the pres-
sure, but it also gives them the opportunity to debate
their opinions, take turns, and work together towards a
common goal. 2) Ask open-ended questions. Because
they require more than a one- or two-word response,
open-ended questions are vital for inspiring discus-
sion and demonstrating that there are multiple ways
to perceive and answer a question. Introduce short
informal conversations and challenge students to use
open-ended questions. 3) Use tasks and activities that
foster critical thinking. Another task-based method for
improving student communication skills is through crit-
ical thinking exercises. These can be done verbally
or through written assignments that give students the
chance to answer questions creatively using their own
words and expressions. It is important to teach many
communication skills, for example summarizing a dis-
cussion. Students need to know what a summary is.
They may also need some sentence stems to struc-
ture summarizing a discussion (“The main points you
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raised were...,” “In summary, we talked about...”). They
may also need practice judging when it's useful to
summarize a discussion [8].

To sum it up, making students speak more Eng-
lish in class is not only a matter of “forcing” them to
speak. This requires thorough preparation of proper
teaching materials. A few tips for teachers in gen-
eral: 1) reduce your “Teacher Talking Time” in the
classroom, by giving simple and clear instructions.
Being a teacher of English is different from being a
lecturer. 2) increase “Student Talking Time”, eliciting
students' participation. 3) avoid yes/no questions; ask
questions that make students speak in order to make
themselves clear. 4) be careful how you correct stu-
dents. 5) When students are having fluency practice
(for instance, free conversation), which is totally dif-
ferent from pronunciation or grammar practice, never
correct them, unless something really serious hap-
pen. Let them feel that they can communicate in Eng-
lish despite their mistakes in pronunciation, grammar
etc. Praise them for speaking and show satisfaction.
8) don't forget that participating/speaking is what
really matters in this situation, and when a student
participates (answering questions, clarifying, helping
other in English, arguing etc) accept that as some-
thing good, otherwise you will make your student shy
and quiet (lack of participation). 9) for activities such
as group discussion/debate, topics must be of stu-
dents’ interest and, the last but not the least, relevant
to their field of study and future profession [5].

The ability to write well is one of the most important
skills students can learn for success in the business
world. English has emerged as the leading language
of business. Today almost two billion people speak
English at a useful level. Being able to command
the English language has become a valuable pro-
fessional skill. The most difficult part of professional
communication is effectively writing for your audience
and expressing complexity in an easy-to-understand
way. Business writing is an essential skill for every
working professional, yet writing competence in a for-
eign language tends to be one of the most difficult
skills to acquire [5].

For improving language proficiency skills the Lan-
guage portfolio must meet the following characteris-
tics: universality, accessibility, consistency, managea-
bility [2. p. 24]. The structure of the language portfolio
consists of three sections: Language Passport, Lan-
guage Biography and Dossier. This structure allows
to display the current level of foreign language profi-
ciency, to collect valuable information about speech
competencies, that is, to attract students to the organ-
ization of the educational process, increase the level
of responsibility for their work, and intensify the desire
for self-improvement. The portfolio of an economist
takes various forms: a paper version, an electronic
version or a presentation on a website (web portfolio).
The paper version of the language portfolio can com-
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plement the electronic version. Students’ portfolios
can be posted on the university website. This will be
the best option for self-presentation of graduates and
the university itself.

Conclusions. The web portfolio offers students
great opportunities in terms of designing personal
pages on the Internet, presenting their success, aca-
demic results and achievements. In contrast to the
traditional resume, which is provided when applying
for a job, the portfolio allows you to represent and
evaluate the personal and professional competencies
of a person in a more innovative and sophisticated
way [10]. What is a student web portfolio? Portfolio
is self-promotion, where a young specialist presents
all his best achievements, language skills particularly.
Thus, the student's portfolio performs the following
functions: self-presentation, employment, motivation,
development of personal and professional competen-
cies. After completing studies at the university, the
student’s portfolio goes to the graduate’s portfolio
site section, where he can present his career growth,
postgraduate achievements in professional activities
[4, p. 10]. The vast majority of techniques for work-
ing with a language portfolio includes involving stu-
dents in discussions, explanations, presentations,
and ensures the development of both communication
skills and improving language proficiency.

In conclusion it should be noted that the portfo-
lio method together with traditional educational tech-
nigues can be an effective mechanism for motivating
students, focused on improving professional compe-
tence and skills. The most challenging teaching prob-
lems can be successfully solved by applying different
strategies and innovative methods.
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