IHHOBAL|IAHA MEJATOTIKA

METHODOLOGICAL FEATURES IN PROFESSIONALLY ORIENTED
FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING OF FUTURE SEAFARERS

METOA0MOr4HI OCOBNMNBOCTI ®OPMYBAHHS MPO®ECIAHOI
KOMYHIKATUBHOI KOMMETEHLIIi MOPCBHKUX ®AXIBL|IB

UDC 372.881.111.1
DOI https://doi.org/10.32843/2663-
6085/2021/36.6

Tymoshchuk Yu.V.,

Lecturer at the Department of English
for the Training of Marine Specialists
(abbreviated program)

Kherson State Maritime Academy

Problem statement. Mainly to improve the

The article is devoted to the methodological
features of professionally oriented foreign lan-
guage training of future seafarers. Professional
communicative competence is the key one for
future seafarers, because their professional
activity takes place in the context of intercultural
communication and interaction, and that is why
it requires an adequate level of proficiency in a
working foreign language. It is the ability to solve
communicative tasks in a foreign language in
the context of professional communication by
means of communicative knowledge and skills in
the performance of functional duties at sea. The
specific conditions of professional activity of the
command fleet were also determined. It is stated
in the research that the most effective way of
achieving the main objective of foreign language
acquisitions — the development of spoken and
written communicative skills — is the application
of communicative-competency-based approach.
The article describes the main principles of this
approach which should be followed and real-
ized at each stage of the education process.
The effectiveness of the educational process
depends greatly on the determining of the con-
tent of education. It should comply with the inter-
national requirements to different ranks of ship-
board personnel which are stated in the STCW
Convention adopted by IMO. Depending on the
level of education, future seafarers must develop
their communicative skills based on the appro-
priate professional context, i.e. the so called
“context-based education” which makes it pos-
sible the development of critical thinking and cog-
nitive skills in cooperation with the communica-
tive ones. Both competency— and context-based
approaches can be useful in solving problems
of succession between the process of educa-
tion and the professional activity. The article out-
lines the IMO requirements for different stages
in education of future seafarers, defines the aim
and communicative objectives of stages and
provides recommendations as for the effective
means of communicative competency formation.
Key words: professional communicative com-
petency, communicative-competency approach,
context-based education, professional English,
educational motivation.

Cmammio  MpucssiyeHo  MemooosIo2i4HUM
acriekmam ¢bopMyBaHHs MPOCHECItIHOI KOMYHI-

KamusHOI komremeHyii MalibymHiX MOPCbKUX
chaxisyig. lMpogpeciliHa KoMyHiKamusHa Komrie-
MeHYisi € 0OHOK 3 K/IKYOBUX 07151 MalibymHix
Mopsikis, aoxe ix npogpeciliHa OisifibHIcmb BIi0-
6yBacmbCs 8 YMOBax MDKKY/IbMypPHO20 Crifl-
KyBaHHs1 ma B3aeMo0ii i came momy BuUMa2ae
adeKkBamHo20 piBHs BO/IOOIHHST POBOYOK iHO-
3eMHO0 MOBOI0. Lje 30amHicmb po3s’sa3ysamu
KOMYHIKamMUBHI  3aB0aHHs1 IHO3EMHOK MOBOKH
B yMOBax MpPOGECIUHO20 Cri/IKyBaHHS 3aco-
6amu KOMyHIKamuBHUX 3HaHb ma yMiHb 10 Yac
BUKOHaHHs1  (byHKUiOHa/IbHUX 060B'A3KIB  0CO-
b6amu r1asck/iady MOPCbKO20 MOop20B8e/lbHO20
¢hriomy. OcHosHUL Memod MidBULUEHHST SsKocmi
Mi020MOBKU [H)XeHepI8 PI3HUX HarpsiMis — po3-
BUMOK X MpogheciliHo-0cobUCMICHO20 CMaHoB-
J1eHHs. Hosi BUMO2u 00 Cy4acHO020 MOPCbKO20
chaxigysi 3yMOB/IOIOMb MOWYK Cy4YacHUX mio-
X00i8 (3micmy, Memodis, 3acobi8 Hag4yaHHsi) 9o
IX npogbecitiHoi Mid2omosku 8 KoHMekcmi ioeli
rocmiHoycmpia/lbHo20 Cycriiscmaa. Y 38’s13Ky
3 YuM 04eBUOHa HEOOXIOHICMb BOOCKOHA/IEHHS
¢hopmyBaHHsi ma po3BUMKY y MalbymHix mop-
CbKUX Ooghiyepis KOMyHIKamugHOI KoMiemeHyji
51K npocheciliHoi sikocmi, wo 3abesrneyye 30am-
HICMb 2paMOMHO | eqheKmUBHO Cri/IKyBamucsl,
docsieamu ycnixy 8 rpogheciliHiti OisiibHOCM,
echekmuBHO  BUpiwysamu  npogbecitiHi - npo-
61emu, 3alimamu rpochecitiHy diasioaiyuHy nosu-
yito, chopmysroBamu 8/1acHi CyOXeHHs1 i apay-
meHmysamu ix. E¢hekmusHicms npoghecitiHo2o
Cri/IKyBaHHs1 HA MOPI Cmae 3aropykoro 6e3rney-
HO20 BUKOHaHHSI (hYHKUIOHa/IbHUX OO0B'SI3KIB.
Ha nidcmasi aHasnisy HaykosUX OO0C/lOXEeHb
BU3HAYEHO POCYECIliHY KOMYHIKamuBHYy KOM-
nemeHmMHIiCmMb SIK IHMe2pasibHy Xapakmepuc-
MUKy 3 IHWOMOBHOIO KOMYHIK&MUBHOIO KOMITe-
MeHMHICMI0 y ckiadi ma rpogheciliHo Baxs1usy
s/1acmuBicmb. BU3HAYEHO BaX/1uBICMb KOMYHI-
KamusHO-KOMIeMmeHMHICHOI MemoouKku BUK/Ia-
0aHHs1 07151 Hag4aHHs1 iHo3eMHoI Mosu. Lle 30am-
HiCMb PO38'A3yBamu KOMyHIKamusHi 3a80aHHs
[HO3eMHOK MOBOK B yMOBax MpPogheciliHo2o
Cri/IKyBaHHs1 3ac06amMu KOMyHIKamuUBHUX 3HaHb
ma YMiHb Mi0 Yac BUKOHAHHST DYyHKUIOHa/IbHUX
0608’s13Ki8  0cobamu naasckiady MOPCbKO20
mop208e/IbHO20 ¢h/Iomy.

KntouoBi cnosa: rpogpeciliHa KomyHikamusHa
KOMIemeHuyjisi, ~ KOMyHIKamuBHO-KOMITemeHm-
HICHUL ioXi0, iHO3eMHa Mosa, Momusayisi Mop-
CbKUX ghaxiyis.

professional dialogical position, formulate their own

training quality of seafarers in various fields is
their professional and personal development. New
requirements to specialists determine the search for
modern approaches (content, methods, and teaching
aids) for their professional training.

Therefore, it is necessary to improve the formation
and development of communicative competence
among future seafarers as a professional quality that
ensures the ability to communicate competently and
effectively, achieve success in professional activities,
effectively solve professional problems, have a
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judgments and prove them [296].

At present, the system of general and professional
education is being in the process of fundamental
changes, which, as never before, orient specialists
towards creativity in their professional activities. The
main goal of modern professional education is to train
a well-qualified, competent specialist who is ready to
work in an increasingly competitive labor market.

Modern professional activity offers special
demands for the communicative training of specialists,
which comes out in the ability to negotiate, conduct a
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dialogue, correlate to language means with training
tasks and conditions.

Special requirements make demands on the
communicative training of sea-going specialists,
since this activity of specialists in conditions of market
economy is associated with negotiations, problem-
solving, and sand preparation of maritime papers.

Having great educational potential, the discipline
“Maritime English” and “English (for professional
purposes)” in higher maritime educational institutions,
solving the problem of personal development,
is a resource for the systematic adjunction of
professional knowledge, formation and development
of communication skills. These disciplines are
developed on the basis of the Model Course in English
IMO (International Maritime Organization), edited in
2015 (Model Course 3.17 Maritime English). Due to
properly organized English classes, cadets/ students
have communication skills at the level specified by
convention documents and national requirements [3].

Analysis of recent research and publications.
Professional communicative competence of marine
specialists is defined as an integral characteristic
and professionally important property; ability to solve
communicative tasks in a foreign language in the
conditions of professional communication by means
of communicative knowledge and skills necessary
for efficient and safe operation of the vessel and
the ship's crew management. Effective professional
communication becomes a guarantee of safety at sea
when solving professional tasks.

The higher establishments have got a special
task — to prepare a competent specialist, and without
mastering communication skills, no activity can be
effective. The researchers outline the issues of the
structure and content of professionally oriented
communicative competence due to its specifics
(Z. Kornieva, O. Pavlenko, K. Yakushko), features
of professional training at different specialties

(N. Ogorodnyk, N. Kuchumova, L. Manyuk)
and some aspects and pedagogical conditions
of information of communicative competence

(R. Gryshkova, O. Pavlenko, I. Sekret, V. Smelikova,
M. Soter). However, a systematic definition up to the
methodological features of professionally oriented
communicative competence formation of future
specialists in the maritime industry at different stages
of training is currently not identified [2, p. 116].

The purpose of the article is to outline general
methodological features of professionally oriented
foreign language training of future seafarers on the
basis of communicative and competence approaches.

Presentation of the main material. Competence
is defined as the ability to acquire and apply knowledge
and skills in a real life situation or in professional
activities. The issue of competence formation
of specialists is one of the most pressing problems
of modern education.

As the competencies are dynamic, they are
manifested and can be assessed only in the course
of practical activity, and their level can be increased
continuously throughout the entire professional
life. As for the key professional competencies, they
mean ability of an individual to solve problems that
arise during the process of professional career
and they do not rely on the profession or specialty.
Describing the concept, we would like to note that
educational competencies are system characteristics
of personally-oriented approach to education, since
they relate exclusively to the student's personality
and are checked only in the process of performing a
certain set of actions. Mastering key competencies is
an indicator of the social and psychological maturity
of an individual. Gained knowledge and formed on its
basis skills facilitate the development of personality
to the extent that they correspond to its needs
(personally significant) and can be applied in practical
activity. There arises a problem that the content of
education should be aimed not so much at improving
specific professional knowledge and skills, as at
developing key competencies (the ability to solve
problems, creative communication skills, willingness
to learn, etc.)

In recent years, the one among the progressive
courses in professional training of marine specialists
in the higher maritime establishments is the
competence-based approach, which corresponds
to the general concept of the educational standard
adopted in most developed countries and is directly
related to the reassessment of the content of
education and the educational result on the system of
key competencies.

High communicative preparedness of students
implies fluency in English — as one of the most
common foreign languages, and ethics, modern
methods and means of communication.

The competence forming process of cadets/
students in the study of foreign languages in
Ukrainian maritime higher establishments should
be aimed at: ensuring the required level of foreign
language communicative competence in most types
of speech activities; formation of general competence
for specialists; integration of competence in the
process of self-check activity; development of creative
potential of cadets/students, their intellectual and
professional abilities in the process of professional
training; expanding their worldview based on
solving professionally important tasks; increase of
professional motivation; development of personal and
professional qualities. In the process of mastering
foreign language communicative competence there
reveals not only the solution of communicatively
significant tasks, but also the acquisition of
professionally significant knowledge, skills, and
abilities. There is a development of professional skills
necessary for dealing with professional tasks.
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Thus, the main purpose of language learning
is learning speech activity, communication, which
combines two important components: the process of
communication (performing certain speech actions
due to the situation and purpose) and the result of
communication (achievingacommunicative pragmatic
goal of communication process). Achieving this goal
involves the necessity of integrated development
of grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation in the
simultaneous development of reading, listening,
speaking and writing [4, p. 17].

Based on our own experience, we believe that
the most effective is the communicative-competence
method of teaching using elements of blended
and interactive learning, as it aims development of
communicative competence of future specialists in
the maritime industry, also meets the requirements of
STCW upon the ability of seafarers to use English for
professional purposes freely [4, p. 76]. The primary
goal of communicative approach is to teach the
discipline in such a way that will develop students’
communicative competence. This methodology
has proved to be effective because it promotes the
purposefulness of learning, increases motivation,
actualization of basic knowledge and ensures the
extensive activity of cadets/students while learning
process. During active communication in English,
cadets/students develop both their communication
skills and strategies, and knowledge of the language
itself [1, p. 77]. The methodological aspects of the
communicative approach are taken into account
and are essential at all stages in professional
training of cadets/ students of maritime educational
establishments, as they are fundamentally necessary
basis for unique competence. The suggested
communicative competence approach for achieving
the common purpose of training process as
development of practical, communicative competence
to professionally-oriented communication provides:

— learning foreign language through the language,
which means constant usage of foreign language up
to the material that will be implemented by seafarers
in professional real-life situations;

- learning by doing - development of
communicative skills of cadets/ students by means
of applying concrete active communicative tasks (ask
and answer the questions, discussions, negotiation,
sharing ideas, problem solving, etc.);

— combination of pair, individual, group works
with debates, brainstorming, role-plays — in variation
and mixing gives high results [2, p. 116].

The organizational feature of the professionally-
oriented foreign language competence formation
method of future seafarers is systematic, purposeful
and continuous work on the organization and
improvement of communicative skills of cadets/
students based on an interdisciplinary approach
(discussion and analysis during foreign language
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classes, knowledge gained at professional discipline
classes) and during their sea-going practice (in the
form of individual tasks and projects) on merchant fleet
ships. However, in order to implement the principles
of inter-disciplinarity, it is necessary to determine the
basic requirements for a certain stage of education
and find out how it may affect on the methodological
features of professionally oriented foreign language
training of future seafarers [2, p. 117].

We define the professional communicative
competence of the seafarers as an integral
characteristic and a professionally important property;
it is the ability to solve communicative tasks using a
foreign language in the conditions of professional
communication by means of communicative
knowledge and skills that are required for efficient and
safe operation of the vessel and management of the
ship’s crew. The demand of safety at sea is effective
professional communication in solving professional
problems. The effective communication of seafarers
means the ability to receive information and share it
through active collaboration.

Conclusions. Thus, we have come up to
conclusion that in accordance with the concept of
formation of professionally oriented communicative
competence of future specialists in the maritime
industry, cadets/ students should develop lexical,
grammatical and semantic competence, shape critical
thinking skills and develop verbal-logical thinking and
skills of self-learning and self-improvement.

Therefore, the basic key settings of professionally
oriented communicative foreign language training
of future seafarers methodology should be followed
during each practical foreign language lesson,
depending on the stage of learning and the level
of language proficiency, which will promote the
development of cadets’/students’ communication
skills needed for solving professional problems.
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