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In recent years the world has changed dramati-
cally. Today all industries require specialists who
are able to demonstrate their readiness to act and
make solutions independently, as well as learn
and obtain new knowledge continuously. These
demands seem to be key attributes of mod-
ern society. As people are influenced by social
expectations and strive to succeed in careers,
new skills are reasonably expected from them.
Creativity is the ability to turn new ideas into real-
ity and is one of the leading characteristics of a
prominent employee. The article studies creativ-
ity as a phenomenon in the educational environ-
ment. The authors argue that it is necessary to
implement existing and develop new methods
and technologies aimed to train ESL students’
creative skills and thus release their creativity.
The analysis of the literature showed that a lot
of researches were carried out to investigate the
impact of creativity on the learning and teaching
processes. The effectiveness of bringing a cre-
ative disposition to teaching was proved by the
results of a great number of studies.

The main purpose of the contribution was to
investigate the attitudes of ESL students towards
the creativity as a skill, which helps resolve vari-
ous issues and challenges easily and efficiently,
making it essential for productive employees.
The article presents the results of a survey of
125 students of technical university. They gave
their responses on 11 questions. The survey
questions were designed to provide ESL teach-
ers with instruments allowing to develop creative
thinking in ESL students. The data of the survey
confirmed the preferences of ESI students to
challenging team activities that should enhance
their creative thinking in speaking and writing. In
addition, some stimulus for students to be a cre-
ative person were identified and new research
perspectives related to this topic were described.
Key words: creativity, foreign language learning,
educational process. creative teaching methods,
creative activity, creative thinking.

3a ocmaHHi poku csim KapOUHa/IbHO 3MIHUBCSI.
Cb0200Hi BCi eany3i nompebytoms ¢haxisyis,
30amHuUxX AemMOHCMpysamu CBOK 20MOBHICMb
dismu ma npuliMamu pileHHs1 camocmiliHo, a

mako) nocmiliHo Hag4amucsi ma ompumysamu
HOBi 3HaHHS. Lli BuMOau SIBASIIOMBCS K/KOHO-
BUMU ampubymamu Cy4acHo20 CyCri/ibecmsa.
OcKiribKU /1100U 3a/1exams 8i0 coyjiasibHUX O4iKy-
BaHb | rpagHymb docsiamu Yeriixy 8 Kap'epi, sio
HUX 6e3nepeyHo 04iKyomb HOBUX HaBUYOK. Kpe-
amusHicmb - ye 30amHicms repemsoprosamu
HOBI i0€l 8 peasibHICMb, WO € OOHIEH0 3 MPOBIOHUX
Xapakmepucmuk repcrekmusHoO20 rpayjisHUKa.
Y cmammi doc/ioxyembCs KpeamusHiCmb 5K
cheHoMeEH 0CBIMHL020 cepedosulya. Asmopu
CmMBepOXyomb, W0 HE0bXIOHO BrPOBadXyBamu
ICHyro4i ma po3pob/iimu Ho8i MEMOOU ma mex-
Ho/102ii, CripsiMoBaHi Ha MpeHyBaHHS MBoPYUX
HaBU4YoK cmyoeHmis, WO BuBYatOMb IHO3EMHY
MOBY | makum YUHOM dasamu MOX/IUBICMb
peasiizogyBamu ix KpeamusHicmb. AHa/1i3 sime-
pamypu rokasas, Wo 6ys10 NnposedeHo bazamo
doc/iidxeHb U000 BUBHEHHS BI/IUBY Kpeamus-
HOCMI Ha MPOYecU HagyaHHs ma BUK/IA0aHHsI.
EchekmusHicmb 8r1posadXeHHs1 MBopYOI CK/ia-
0080i B8 nedazoeiuHy Odisi/IbHiCMb  dosedeHa
pe3y/ibmamamu Be/IUKOI Ki/lbKocmi 0OC/TIOXEHb.
OCHOBHOKO Memotro 0aHoi cmammi 6y/10 00C/Ii-
oumu cmas/ieHHs1 cmyoeHmis, W0 BasUBHaKMb
IHO3eMHy MOBY, 00 KpeamuBHOCMI SIK HaBUYKU,
sika doriomazae s1e2ko U echeKmusHO BupiLy-
Bamu pi3HOMaHImHi Mpo6/aeMu ma BUK/UKU, WO
pobumsb yeli HaBUK BaXK/IUBUM 07151 €GhEKMUBHOT
pobomu ripayisHUKi8. ¥ cmammi rpedcmas/ieHo
pesyibmamu  orumysaHHsi 125 cmydeHmis
MexHIYHo20 YHisepcumemy. BoHu dasu siono-
8i0i Ha 11 numaHb. MumaHHs orumysaHHs 6y/u
po3pobrieHi, Wob Hadamu Buk/1adadyam iHO3eM-
HOI' MOBU iHCMpyMeHmU, wo A0380/110Mb PO3-
BUBAMU MBOPYE MUC/IEHHSI Yy cmyoeHmis. [aHi
orumysaHHs1 nidmsepousiu me, Wo cmydeHmu
giddaromb  riepesazy  Ck/1aduM  KOMaHOHUM
Budam 3asdaHb, WO 8 pe3y/ibmami Mage Miosu-
wumu ix mgop4e MUC/IEHHSI B YCHOMY Ma MuChb-
MOBOMY MOB/IEHHI. KpiM mo20, BUSHAYEHO NEBHI
cmumysu 07151 cmyoeHmig 6ymu msopHoIo 0co-
bucmicmro ma onucaHo Hosi 00CAIOHUUbLKI rep-
CcriekmusU, rMos’s3aHi 3 Yiero memMoro.

KntouoBi cnosa: msopyicme, Hag4aHHs1 IHO3eM-
HOI' MoBU, Has4Ya/IbHUL Mpoyec, msop4i Memoou
Has4yaHHs, msop4a Oisi/IbHICMb, MBopYe MUC-
JIEHHS.

Problemstatementingeneralanditsconnection
with important scientific and practical tasks. The
society of the 21st century faces new demands and
challenges, which require us to expand our horizons
and be more open-minded and motivated in every
kind of work each individual performs. Everything we
do must be done more productively and effectively to
meet the requirements of the modern world. People
constantly use communication in their working
environment aiming to solve various work-related

tasks and try to find better solutions in order to
perform their responsibilities and duties at work in
a better way. To get success while reaching the set
targets a person should apply his/her communicative
skills in combination with critical and creative thinking
skills which are needed to invent new methods for the
implementation of advanced ideas. It is undoubtedly
that without creativity it seems to be a complex task
to generate original plans and solutions. The concept
of “creativity” has been studied and discussed for a
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long time by many scientists who work in the fields of
psychology and pedagogy. Psychologists investigate
mostly the origins of this phenomenon while
pedagogues attempt to find appropriate approaches
to teaching students how to develop and further apply
their creative skills for solving diverse educational
tasks. To get a deeper understanding of the term here
we provide some definitions of creativity, a creative
person, and a creative process.

Cremin, T. suggests that creativity is about
“thinking, problem solving, inventing and reinventing
and flexing one’s imaginative muscles” (Cremin,
2009, p. 4).

Boden, M. (2004) considers the creative process
as a set of behaviors that involve combining ideas
in innovative ways, exploring conceptual spaces,
and, potentially, transforming them (Boden, 2004).
Franklin, J. & Theall, M. (2007) in their scientific
work mentioned that “Creativity” requires flexibility
and divergence in thinking — new ways of thinking
or expressing of oneself, pursuing questions for
which there is no single, correct answer. It implies a
stretching and expansion of the students’ thoughts
and ideas and the development of original insights.
For these reasons, it often requires overcoming fear
and encouraging self-confidence (p. 3).

Creativity plays a crucial role in the educational
process. Thus, one of the main targets ESL teachers
must follow is to teach students the ways how to
generate new ideas by arranging activities that
require students to challenge the self and activities
that require collaboration and creativity. Teachers
should develop and apply modern teaching methods
in their classrooms that allow them to motivate,
encourage and finally involve ESL students in the
creative process. It must be one of the paradigms
of the teaching process and teachers need to be
fully equipped to create an environment that fosters
language learning and supports the development
of creative skills in their ESL students. Language
knowledge and the ability to provoke new ideas give
awesome opportunities to students for further career
promotion and to surpass their goals. Creativity is a
key component of reaching success in a world that
offers new challenges every day. That’s why scientists
should study and conduct up-to-date researches with
the aim to help develop creative thinking skills in ESL
students.

Ananalysisofrecentresearchand publications.
The issues related to the development of creative
thinking skills have been the core aspect of numerous
studies which have been actively conducted since
the early 70s and a lot of scientific works have
been devoted to the investigation of creativity as a
phenomenon in the educational environment. The
analysis of scientific literature indicates a vital role of
creativity as a component of a person’s personality
that contribute significantly into achieving his/her
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social, educational, and professional goals. The
understanding of its impact on the educational
process contributed a lot to the organization of the
teaching-learning process in the classroom. Thus, we
should take into account the fact that a lot of changes
are happening in the world nowadays, and the young
generation of students must be adapted to work in
new working environments their communicative
and creative skills will be crucial for their successful
performance. There has been much discourse over
creativity in educational institutions internationally.

Kirton (1989) suggested that individuals can be
classified into ‘adaptors’ or ‘innovators’ and that these
are stable personality traits applying across contexts
and across time.

Gardner and Sternberg in their theories of
intelligence pointed out the relation between creativity
and intelligence, or alternatively, creativity as an aspect
of intelligence. (Gardner, 2011; Sternberg, 1985).

Lindstrom (2006) questions and considers how
we can assess the creativity of artworki. The author
suggested that criterion-referenced assessment can
help articulate some aspects of the tacit knowledge
and emphasize some processual dimensions of the
creative work. Similar targets had the work of Esra
Kanli ( 2020) where a brief overview on assessment
of creativity through the eyes of the psychometric
perspective and discusses the strengths and
weaknesses of various instruments used in the field
were presented.

Craft (2003) proposes that in the context of an
uncertain environment and future, it may be useful
to consider teaching creatively and creative learning
as complementary aspects of an education system
within a wider society.

Famous psychologist Csikszentmihalyi (2013)
uses his famous flow theory to explore the creative
process and describes five steps to achieve creativity:

Preparation: Arousing curiosity of a problematic
situation.

Incubation:
consciousness.

Insight: The moment when the puzzle starts to fall
together.

Evaluation: Deciding if the insight is valuable and
worth pursuing.

Elaboration: Translating the insight into its final
work. (p. 79)

In his works, he explains the necessity to cultivate
creativity and its importance for the country's future,
if not the world.

Jeta Rushidi (2013) investigated advantages
and disadvantages of applying creative methods
and techniques. The results imply that despite some
possible downfalls, creative teachers show better
results in English language teaching and learning
compared to the traditional way of teaching. If the
atmosphere in the classroom allows students to
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express their creativity while doing some practical
activities and they find the class enjoyable they will
achieve much better results in studying.

Gursoy E., Bag H. (2018) highlighted that
“Language learners should think critically and
creatively in order to communicate with people to
enhance the global collaboration”. The purpose of
their study was to enhance students’ creative thinking
skills through appropriate training and to understand
the effectiveness of the stimuli type —visual or audio.
It was suggested that “although regarded as a higher
level of reasoning, creative thinking can be enhanced
to some extent among the secondary school learners
of English and it should be a part of the EFL curriculum
as an essential learning skill”.

Natalia Larraz-Rabanos (2021) in her work
stressed that “traditionally, more attention has been
paid in education to the development of critical,
analytical or formal thinking skills, and creative
thinking processes have been neglected”. However,
creativity has been an essential competence for
curriculum design and development and the focus
of its contribution has been centered on highlighting
the development of creativity from an educational
approach, starting from the description, implication of
the use and application of creative strategies in the
teaching and learning processes.

Richardson C. and Mishra P. (2018) reported on
the creation of an instrument that offers educators
a practical tool to aid in the design of learning
environments that support student creativity.

Formulation of the goals of study. This paper
aims to examine the role of creativity in the ESL
learning process for engineering students and
evaluate the impact of various teaching methods to
develop students’ creative potential in the context of
acquiring English as a second language. Students who
are able to use their creativity to solve a wide range
of both learning and professional tasks will obviously
offer more constructive and effective solutions much
faster and find this process much easier. That's why
teachers should prioritize creativity while choosing
appropriate teaching approaches. We will investigate
the relationship between the achievements of ESL
students and the level of how they are in touch with
their creativity.

To achieve this aim, the following targets are
developed:

— to study ELS students’ understanding of the
concept “creativity” and its role in language learning

— to explore opinions of ESL students on creativity
as a skill that needs to be trained, and suggest
approaches to its development in ESL classrooms

— to develop strategies and recommendations
for students and teachers for implementing different
approaches that will be useful for the development
of ESL students’ creativity and increase the level of
language acquisition while being involved in ESL

classroom activities and further make them a part of
the language learning and teaching processes.

In this study, we hypothesize that the effectiveness
of teaching English language learners is directly
linked to the approaches, principles and techniques
applied by teachers in the classroom and will
significantly increase when the teaching process is
focused on the development of students’ creative
skills in combination with language skills.

Presentation of the main research materials.
In order to define strategies aim at implementing
different approaches that will be useful for the
development of ESL students’ creativity and increase
the level of language acquisition while being involved
in ESL classroom activities and further make them a
part of the language learning and teaching processes
there were used the questionnaires with open-ended
questions. Experiences and comments were gathered
from students of the National Technical University of
Ukraine “Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute”.

The questions of the survey were developed
with the aim to get in-depth understanding of ESL
students’ viewpoints on the impact of creativity on
their ability to generate and implement new and
original ideas. Thus, some questions were asked
to define the characteristics of a creative student
and also a creative teacher, who must ensure the
continued development of ESL students’ creative
skills. As creativity certainly requires the application of
some specific approaches, it is significant to know the
opinion of ESL students about some of them. If ESL
teachers are aware of such information, their lessons
can become more productive and effective on the way
to further realization of the main educational aims.

Students were asked to express their thoughts
about creativity and activities that are more productive
for the development of the ability to turn new and
imaginative ideas into reality. The respondents had to
choose from the suggested variants. The questions
were the following:

1.In your opinion, creativity is ....?

2. Do you agree that creativity positively affects
the second language learning process?

3. Range the following reasons why people are
motivated to be creative from most to less important
for you?

4. In your opinion, is creative thinking fully
integrated into your English lessons?

5. Do you think that by being involved in challenging
activities along with their groupmates ESL students
have more opportunities to develop their creative
skills?

6. In your opinion, task-based activities are more
productive for the development of your creativity
when done in groups (pairs) or done alone?

7. In your opinion, what Forms and ldeas for
Creative Writing are more appropriate for you to
develop your creativity?
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8. How often do your ESL teachers try out
unconventional teaching tools based on personal
experience in the classroom?

9. In your opinion what Forms and Ideas for
Creative Speaking are more appropriate for you?

10. Do you agree that the following characteristics
of a creative teacher are essential for teaching
creativity?

11. Do you agree that the following characteristics
of ESL student are essential for developing his/her
creativity?

The overall results were summarized in Tables |, Il,
I, IV. A mixed-method research design was utilized
in the study to gather, analyze, compare and contrast
guantitative statistical results with qualitative findings
obtained from the survey. The participants were 67
ESL students who were able to give their responses
to 11 questions of the survey. Three types of prompts
were used in a survey: multiple choice (prompts 1, 6.
7. 8), ranging (prompt 3) and a Likert scale (prompts
2,4,5,9,10,11) with its varied set of responses to find
out responders’ attitudes, indicate the level of the
agreement and likelihood.

The survey was conducted with the help of Google
forms service. The responders were proposed to
choose from the suggested variants or range values
from the smallest (minimum) to the largest (maximum)
ones. To display the distribution of responses on the
Likert scale we used a bar chart and calculated the
median (Mdn) and the Interquartile Range ( IQR) with
the aim of measuring a central tendency.

As can be seen from Table 1, that in answering
the question “ Do you agree that creativity positively
affects the second language learning process?” most
of all respondents agree (80%) , only 10% disagree
(See Table I).

According to the answers of question 2, it can be
seen that students definetely agree with the involving

in challenging activities along with the groupmates
(See Table Il). The IQR indicator of the Likert scale
proves this ( IQR = 1).

We should note that between the reasons, such
as: need for novel, varied, and complex stimulation;
need to communicate ideas and values; need to
solve problems why people are motivated to be
creative, most students emphasized need to solve
problems. 56 % of students answered that creative
thinking partially integrated into English classes. The
aim of the 7 question was to get information from the
students about forms and ideas for Creative Writing
that are more appropriate for developing the creativity.
The forms are given below:

— keeping a detailed or creative journal in your
new language;

— creation of short stories;

— writing of poems;

— writing of Essay and Creative Non-Fiction.

From the question 8, it is seen the different
forms and ideas for Creative Speaking that are
more appropriate for students. 40 % prefer group
discussions, 21 — % group projects, 30 % —
competitive tasks and games, 20 % — presentations,
10 % — storytelling. The aim of the 9 question was
to define the frequency of ESL teachers using
unconventional teaching tools based on personal
experience in the classroom. From the data of
this question, it can be seen that ESL teachers
try out these tools. Most students agree that such
characteristics of a creative teacher as guiding
classes enthusiastically, to individualise contact
with students, security and scientific competence,
practices exercises and examples, do not impose
rules, do not have a routin, to be friend of the
students, to promote student autonomy are
essential for teaching creativity. The overall results
were summirized in Table III.

Table |
o
T: ) [} a :6 g <] T: % g
: c @ o 95| O € o = x
Question 2 = 5 0g & o & S o
Ea < |22 2 =R S =
0 cT [a] "o
Do you agree that creativity positively
affects the second language learning 25% 51% 8% 11% 5% 2 0,25
process?
Table Il
> >
g g | 2| 5. ¢ g
Question 5 e 3 o 8o 29 5 &
= ° 4 8c | £°¢ 5 =4
g a o & 2 =
Do you think that by being involved in
challenging activities along with their N o 0 0 0
groupmates ESL students have more 37% 29% 18% 11% 5% 22 1
opportunities to develop their creative skills?
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Table IlI
8 8o
o o2 3 >
) < 3 < = L ) _E o
Question 10 3 5 59 g S = o
c < £ 2 = % =
S 85 e ®
&a P4
Guides classes enthusiastically 25 51 8 11 2 0,25
Has individualized contact with pupils 24 43 11 16 6 2 1
Has scientific competence 25 41 7 15 12 2 2
Does not impose rules 13 30 15 25 17 3 2
Does not have a routine 25 39 19 10 7 2 1,25
Is a friend of the students 32 35 23 6 4 2 2
Promotes student autonomy 33 47 9 8 3 2 1
Table IV
> o =0 [<H] >
o8 8 | 25| 5 E 3 x
Question 11 55 5 29 = = 5 b o
= ] 2 = -
&° < z33 a & =
Transfer knowledge 16 28 22 17 17 3 2
Has ideas and behaviors divergent from
the normal class routine 10 26 28 23 12 3 2
Uses alternatives in problem solving 28 44 13 9 6 2 2
Successes in tasks involving reasoning 30 a7 10 8 5 2 1
Has unexpected and original ideas 29 45 9 9 8 2 2
Does not accept previous rules 16 25 23 15 11 3 2
Has academic success 26 38 17 10 9 2 2
When analyzing the students’ answers about REFERENCES:
the following characteristics of ESL student for 1. Boden, M. (2004). The Creative Mind:
developing his/her creativity, we found that the main ~ Myths and Mechanisms. Routledge. https://doi.
essential were: to use alternatives in problem solving, ~ 0r9/10.4324/9780203508527 .
2. Csikszentmihalyi, M. (2013). Creativity: The

to have unexpected and original ideas and successes
in tasks involving reasoning (See Table V).

The finding of our study, as well as other scientists,
emphasizes the importance of developing strategies
and recommendations for students and teachers for
implementing different approaches that will be useful
for the development of ESL students’ creativity and
increase the level of language acquisition while being
involved in ESL classroom activities and further make
them a part of the language learning and teaching
processes.

Conclusions. Based on the result of our study we
can conclude that implementing different approaches
will be useful for the development of ESL students’
creativity and can increase the level of language
acquisition while being involved in ESL classroom
activities and further make them a part of the language
learning and teaching processes. According to the
data of students’ survey and observation, they liked
challenging activities along with the groupmates. The
group discussions, group projects, presentations,
competitive tasks and games storytelling create the
possibility to development of ESL students’ creativity
and increase their English language skills.

psychology of discovery and invention. New York, NY:
Harper Perennial.

3. Craft, A. (2003). The limits to creativity in
education: Dilemmas for the educator. British Journal of
Educational Studies, 51, 113- 127.

4. Cremin, T.(2009). Teaching English creatively. Learning
to Teach in the Primary School Series. London: Routledge.

5. Girsoy, E. & Bag, H. K. (2018). Is it possible to
enhance the creative thinking skills of EFL learners
through training?. Advances in Language and Literary
Studies, 9 (6), 172— 182. http://dx.doi.org/10.7575/aiac.
alls.v.9n.6p.172

6. Jeta Rushidi . The Benefits and Downsides of
Creative Methods of Teaching in an EFL Classroom:
A Case Study Conducted at South East European
University, Tetovo-Macedonia.. In Vol 4, No 20,
pp. 128-135. Journal of Education and Practice,
9/2013. ISBN 2222-288X. (Download)

7. Kanli E. Assessment of Creativity: Theories
and Methods. In Pooja J. (ed.), Creativity-A Force to
Innovation. London: IntechOpen, 2020, pp. 125-147.
DOI:10.5772/intechopen.93971

8. Kirton, M. (ed), Adaptors and innovators: styles of
creativity and problem solving (2nd edition), Routledge,
London, 1989

231




IHHOBAL|IAHA MEAATOTIKA

9. Larraz-Rabanos, N. (2021). Development of
Creative Thinking Skills in the Teaching-Learning
Process. Teacher Education — New Perspectives.
https://doi.org/10.5772/intechopen.97780

10. Lindstrom, M. (2006), "Brand Sense: How to
Build Powerful Brands Through Touch, Taste, Smell,

el Bunyck 48.T. 2.2022

Sight and Sound", Strategic Direction, Vol. 22 No. 2.
https://doi.org/10.1108/sd.2006.05622bae.001

11. Richardson, C., & Mishra, P. (2018). Learning
environments that support student creativity: Developing
the SCALE. Thinking Skills and Creativity, 27, 45-54.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tsc.2017.11.004



