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Problem statement in general and its connec-
tion with important scientific and practical tasks.
It has become more obvious nowadays that young
people who graduate from university with a degree in
a particular field of study are aware of the necessity to
learn a foreign language. Knowledge of a foreign lan-
guage opens far wider opportunities and perspectives
for graduates to find a better job and thus succeed in
a career. That's why more and more students attempt
to use various ways to acquire a second language.
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The article reveals the issues related to the
language learning environment as one of the
main factors of successful and effective study-
ing of ESL students. ESL students are focus-
ing on acquiring knowledge that will meet the
demands of modern society. Thus, teachers
should provide students with an environment
where they feel comfortable and safe. Moreo-
ver, such a positive environment should guaran-
tee ESL students the opportunity for developing
language skills and learning English without
the challenges of an uncomfortable environ-
ment. The literature review showed that the
conditions in which students learn the English
language were the subject of numerous stud-
ies conducted by scientists from different coun-
tries. This article paves the way for expanding
research on English language learning envi-
ronments by analyzing the results of previous
research in English classrooms and arranging
a new study on English learning environments
among students of the technical university in
Ukraine. The study aimed to investigate the
opinions of ESL students, who mostly have B1
level, on the impact of the learning environment
on their achievements in language acquisi-
tion. 110 students of the technical university
of Ukraine “KPI by I. Sikorsky” took part in the
survey and gave responses on 12 questions of
a survey. A positive learning environment is con-
sidered very important by most ESL students.
The significance of modern technologies appli-
cation in English lessons was proved and its
influence on the perception of language by ESL
students were discussed. Watching movies or
DVDs were chosen by students as tools that
should improve their language skills. The results
of the study demonstrated the fact that ESL
teachers should take into account the learn-
ing preferences of students which will provide
much closer teacher-student interaction during
the lesson that allows students to achieve their
educational goals easily and faster. The vast
majority of ESL students defined social interac-
tion and motivation as the main factors which
facilitate their learning of a foreign language.
Key words: language acquisition, language
environment, ESL students' engagement, pos-
itive atmosphere, classroom climate, attitudes,
English language education.

Y cmammi posesnisidatombCsi MUMaHHsl cepe-
dosulya Hag4aHHs1 IHO3eMHOI MOBU, sike sucmy-

rae OOHUM i3 20/10BHUX (hakmopig YCrilHO20
ma eghekmusHO20 Has4aHHsI cmydeHmis. [Tpu
BUBYEHHI IHO3EMHOI MOBU CmydeHmu 30cepeod-
JKYIOMbCS HA OMPUMaHHI 3HaHb, siKi BIONosioa-
muMymb  BUMO2aM Cy4acHO20 CyCri/IbCmBa.
Takum 4YUHOM, BUK/120&4I MOBUHHI 3a6e3requmu
cmydeHmam cepedosulye, de BOHU Mo4ysa-
mumymscsi KOMGhOpmHO ma  6e3sreyHo. Kpim
moeo, make cripusnviuge cepedosule Mosu-
HHO eapaHmysamu cmydeHmam MOX/IUBICMb
p038UBaMU MOBHI HABUYKU ma BuB4amu aHe/iti-
CbKy MOBY YHUKatoyu npobrem Hexkomghopm-
Hoeo cepedosuwja. Oen10 Aimepamypu roka-
3a8, WO yMOBU, B SIKUX CMyOeHmU BUBHa0Mb
aHeniticbKy Moy, 6y/1u NPeOMEemMOoM HYUCIEHHUX
doc/lioxeHb, MPOBEOEHUX BYEHUMU 3 PI3HUX
KpaiH. [JaHa cmammsi CmBopIoe MiorpyHmsi 015
po3wWuUpeHHs1 doc/lioxeHb Wooo cepedosuuya
HagyaHHs1 IHO3eMHOI' MOBU MOBU 4Yepe3 aHasli3
pe3sy/ibmamis nornepeoHix 00C/ioxeHb ma opaa-
Hi3ayjto HOB020 AOC/TIOEHHST ceped cmyoeHmIs
MeXHIYHo20 yHiBepcumemy YkpaiHu. Memoto
aocioxeHHs1 6y/10 BUB4YUMU OYMKY CmydeHmis,
SIKI NepeBakHo Maroms piseHsb B1, wj00o srusy
Hagya/ibHO20 cepedosuLya Ha iXHi 0CSi2HEHHST B
0B0/100iHHI MOBOI0. B orumysaHHi 8351/1U y4acmb
110 cmydeHmiB MeXHIYHO20 yHiBepcumemy
YkpaiHu «KTl im. I. Cikopcbko20», siKi dasu Bi0-
rosidi Ha 12 3arnumatb ornumysaHHsi. binbwicms
cmyoeHmis B8axaromb MO3UMUBHE Has4yasibHe
cepedosuLye Oyxe Bax/IuBUM. [JoBeOeHO Baxk-
JIUBICMb 3aCMOCYBaHHsI Cy4acHUX mexHosioaili
Ha 3aHAmmsx 3 IHO3eMHOI MoBU ma 062080-
peHo Ix B8nauB Ha cripuliHimms cmydeHmamu
iHo3emHoI' Mosu. [Mepeansid ¢hinbmis abo DVD
6y/1u 0b6paHi cmyoeHmamu siK iHCmpyMeHmu,
SIKi MOBUHHI MOKpaWumu ixHi MOBHI HaBUYKU.
Pesysisbmamu  OOC/IIOKEHHST  [POdeMOHCMpY-
Ba/Iu moli ghakm, w0 suk/1adadi iIHO3eMHOI MoBU
MOBUHHI BPaxosysBamu Has4ya/lbHi yrooobaHHsI
ma yini cmydeHmig, WO 3abe3neyums MmicHy
B3aeMO0il0 BUK/Iada4a ma cmyoeHma rid Yac
3aHSmms | 00380/IUMb M /1€2KO ma WBUOKO
docsicamu NMesHUX HasdasibHux yinel. [epe-
BaHa bibwicmb cmyOdeHmI8 BU3Ha4UU COYj-
a/1bHy B3aEMOOI0 Ma MOMUBaUil0 5K 20/108HI
hakmopu, siKi no/sie2wyroms IXHE BUBYEHHST IHO-
3eMHOI MOBU.

KntouoBi cnoBa: onaHysaHHs MOBU, MOBHe
cepedosuwye,  3a/lydeHHsi  cmydeHmig 0o
BUBHEHHST IHO3EMHOI MOBU, MO3UMUBHa ammoc-
pepa, KiiMam y Knaci, cmag/ieHHsl, Has4yaHHs1
aHe/iticbKoi MoBU.

As English has become a global language of busi-
ness and scientific communication throughout the
civilized world, it demands from ESL teachers to pay
more attention to the methods and techniques they
use in their English lessons to support and promote
students' engagement and motivation to learn Eng-
lish. One of the main targets for an ESL teacher is to
create a positive learning environment, which should
stimulate students to gain new knowledge, commu-
nicate and develop their language skills. Nunan, D.
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(2004) noticed that students of a second and foreign
language are considered successful if they can com-
municate effectively in the target language [5].

The language environment includes everything
that ESL students can accept from their senses dur-
ing the process of language acquisition. However,
we should realize that these are not just sounds they
hear while listening to other students or audio files,
pictures they see on the walls in the classroom, or
films that they watch to improve their listening skills.
In addition, it is the ability of an ESL teacher to create
a positive atmosphere in the lesson, where students
feel physically and emotionally safe, respected, sup-
ported, and motivated to learn English, and where
there is a positive relationship between the teacher
and students and among students in the class. The
learning environment is a complex of external factors,
that will contribute significantly to enabling second
language learning. It goes in line with Fraser’s (2014)
words about the learning environment that encom-
passes social, psychological, and pedagogical con-
texts where learning occurs and which affects student
achievement and attitudes [2].

It is very important for teachers and also for edu-
cational establishments to be able to provide ESL
students with better learning opportunities that should
allow them to achieve their educational goals and
meet the language needs of today’s English language
learners. The language environment should be well
organized to serve the realization of these targets. It
becomes certain why the main aim of a number of
scientific researches that have been conducted and
will continue to be conducted is to study the impact of
the learning environment on the teaching and learn-
ing process and further offer new suggestions how to
increase the motivation of ESL students for learning
a foreign language and their engagement through the
creation of a positive learning environment.

Formulation of the goals of the study. The qual-
ity of education depends on a variety of elements and
features. This paper aims to examine the impact of
the learning environment on ESL students’ language
acquisition. It is important to outline the role of the lan-
guage atmosphere in the ESL classroom that should
contribute to the development of students’ language
skills. The authors suggest that if ESL teachers know
how to create an appropriate and stimulating learn-
ing environment, the learning and teaching process
will be more effective and productive. Thus, it should
enhance and influence students’ attention, motiva-
tion, and academic achievements of ESL students.
The purpose of the contribution is to investigate the
opinion of ESL students on the elements for creating
an environment where they will feel more immersed
in English. The results of the study will have a lot of
benefits for both ESL teachers and students because
it will give the opportunity to analyze the effective-
ness of the existing learning environment and if it is

necessary to make some correlations to meet the
demands of modern society.

To achieve this aim, the following targets are
developed:

—to study ESL students’ opinions on the role of the
learning environment and its key elements employed
by ESL teachers in the classroom.

— to develop strategies and recommendations
for students and teachers for implementing differ-
ent methods that will be useful for the creation of an
environment in the ESL lessons that will increase stu-
dents’ engagement in learning English and motivate
them for further personal development.

In this study, we hypothesize that the effective-
ness of teaching English language learners is directly
linked to the approaches, principles, and techniques
applied by teachers in the classroom and will signifi-
cantly increase when it becomes possible to create a
positive learning environment.

The analyses of recent research and publica-
tions. The learning environment has been a question
in dispute for a long period of time due to its signifi-
cance for teaching staff as an instrument to increase
the level of motivation of students and ensure their
safety and support during performing various activi-
ties at the lessons.

Gulderen Saglam, Pinar Sali (2013) in their study
investigated the learners’ and teachers’ perceptions
of the learning environment, which should provide
teacher educators with valuable feedback about
pre-service EFL teachers’ awareness and knowl-
edge of the various aspects of the foreign language
learning environment [6]. The authors have formu-
lated “suggestions for implementing an intervention
to develop student teachers’ understanding of the
foreign language learning environment and can thus
lead to improvements in their future classroom learn-
ing environments”. They underlined the importance
of developing a positive language learning environ-
ment by ESL teachers who will be encouraged to
look for more productive and effective methods and
approaches to teach ESL students.

The results of the study conducted by Valona
Softa (2011) revealed that the learning environment
in the form of language labs rather than traditional
classrooms affected the students’ cooperative skills,
interpersonal attitudes of the respondents and also
the level of motivation in learning English [7]. It sci-
entifically proved the significant impact the language
learning environment (in particular, technical equip-
ment in the classroom) has on the feelings of ESL
students when they are participating in different activi-
ties during the lesson. They feel more relaxed and not
so anxious when they are surrounded by a positive
environment.

P. Kiatkheeree (2018) investigated key compo-
nents that were able to promote a second language
acquisition with a focus on the language learning
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environment [3]. The study found that the learning
environment was affected by three aspects, namely
physical environment, academic environment, and
psychological environment.

The study by Muhammad Ali Agung Baroto (2017)
also had an aim to investigate factors that have an
influence on second language acquisition [4]. They
are language input, learning environment, and moti-
vation. This study discovered that each of them has
some effects on language learning, specifically in
English speaking proficiency, in terms of fluency and
accuracy.

Yuri Konovalenko et al. (2020) in their work aimed to
study the readiness of the existing e-learning environ-
ment for the organization of English-language learning
among Ukrainian and international students on the
example of a technical university in Ukraine [1]. The
results of the study showed the existing high demand
for English language education and confirmed that the
demand for English-language teaching is supported by
a reasonably high level of language proficiency. Thus,
both ESL teachers and educational establishments
must be ready to meet new requirements for the organ-
ization of the learning environment.

The results of a lot of studies related to the investi-
gation of the learning environment in general and lan-
guage learning enviro, in particular, prove the impor-
tance of learning conditions and their influence on
different aspects of the learning process: the level of
language acquisition by ESL students, motivation and
ability to improve their language skills.

Presentation of the main research materials.
In order to study the issues concerning the learning
environment with the main focus on how important it
is for ESL students to be immersed in the appropriate
learning environment and what strategies for building
a positive and productive learning environment are
employed by ESL teachers in the classroom, the opin-
ions of ESL students were gathered and further ana-
lyzed. The questionnaire with open-ended questions

was designed and included 12 questions. Experi-
ences and comments were gathered from 110 stu-
dents of the National Technical University of Ukraine
“Igor Sikorsky Kyiv Polytechnic Institute”.

The overall results were summarized in Tables I, II,
I, IV. A mixed-method research design was utilized
in the study to gather, analyze, compare and contrast
guantitative statistical results with qualitative findings
obtained from the survey. The participants were 110
ESL students who were able to give their responses
to 12 questions of the survey. Three types of prompts
were used in a survey: multiple choice (prompts 1, 10,
11. 12), ranging (prompt 6) and a Likert scale (prompts
2,3,4,5,7,8,9) with its varied set of responses to find
out responders’ attitudes, indicate the level of the
agreement and likelihood.

The survey was conducted with the help of Google
forms service. The responders were proposed to
choose from the suggested variants or range values
from the smallest (minimum) to the largest (maxi-
mum) ones. To display the distribution of responses
on the Likert scale we used a bar chart and calculated
the median (Mdn) and the Interquartile Range (IQR)
with the aim of measuring a central tendency.

Presentation of the basic research material.
After evaluating the students’ level of English we
can notice that the majority of respondents have B1
Intermediate level (61%) and by far the least number
have a higher level B2 Upper-Intermediate (15%), C1
Advanced (12%) and C2 Proficient (5%) and only 7%
of respondents identified their level of English as low
(Al Beginner — 3%, A2 Elementary — 4%) (Figurel).

We can draw the conclusion that we are dealing
with students with an average level of English profi-
ciency, which allows students to feel comfortable in an
English-speaking environment and they are ready for
further development of their language skills.

The suggestion was proved by the results of stu-
dents’ responses to Question 2 of the survey, where
most students (48%) responded that they probably

@ A1 Beginner
@ A2 Elementary
B1 Intermediate
@ B2 Upper-Intermediate
@ C1 Advanced
@ C2 Proficient

Figure 1. Students’ evaluation of their English level
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@ Definitely

@ Very Probably
Probably

@ Probably Not

@ Definitely Not

Figure 2. The responders’ opinions about their possession
of the required level of English

@ Definitely

@ Very Probably
Probably

@ Probably Not

@ Definitely Not

Figure 3. The respondents’ opinions on the importance
of the learning environment in ESL classes

have the required level of preparation for English lan-
guage training (Figure 2).

The calculation of the median (Mdn) and the interquar-
tile Range (IQR) shows that most respondents agreed
that their learning preferences are taken into account in
their ESL lessons (Mdn=2, IQR=1) (See table 1).

The results of the study showed that the majority
(41%) of ESL students considered the learning envi-
ronment in English classes an important component
for language acquisition (Figure 3).

In addition, most respondents agreed that the
classroom facilities are to support communicative
activities (Mdn=2, IQR=2). Itis in line with our sugges-
tion that if ESL students are in comfortable conditions,
it will encourage them to communicate and develop
their communicative skills which are of urgent impor-
tance in modern society. (See Table 2).

Figure 4 demonstrates the range of the importance
of elements of classroom arrangement and learning
environment in the English class from less important

Table 1
Responders’ opinions about to what extent the learning preferences
of ESL students are taking into consideration
Strongly . . Strongly .
Survey prompts agree Agree | undecided | disagree disagree Median IQR

Question 3. Do you agree that your

learning preferences are taken into 19 45 17 12 7 2 1
account in your ESL lessons?
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Table 2
Responders’ opinions about the possibility
of classroom facilities to support communicative activities
- Very Probably | Definitely .
Survey prompts definitely probably probably ot not Mevdian IQR
Question 5. In your opinion, the
classroom facilities are to support 30 25 29 10 6 2 2
communicative activities?
Table 3
Responders’ opinions on questions 7, 8 of the survey
- - 2\ - - -
- g §8 | F8 | 4&8 g «
Pl = j = j = S
Survey prompts § S S ko S 9 z2 3 (o3
£ 3 SE ”E 3 =
— — E — — —
Question 7. In your opinion, how important
is the creation of a positive classroom 51 19 17 9 4 1 2
climate for learning a foreign language?
Question 8. How important is the use of
technology in an ESL class for you? 39 sl 16 1 3 2 2
Table 4
Survey prompts Strongly . . Strongly .
agree Agree |undecided | disagree disagree Median | IQR
Question 9. Do you agree that the
learning environment in your ESL class 4 16 20 39 21 4 1
allows the use of e-learning resources?

to most important according to the students’ opinions.
We can observe that face-to-face communication
(31% of responders’ voices) and English-speaking vis-
itors (30% of responders’ voices) in the class are the
most effective and important attributes of successful
language acquisition. ESL teachers should take the
results of the study into consideration to achieve posi-
tive results from their teaching practices (Figure 4).
The results of the study showed that half of the
responders (51%) acknowledged the importance

of creating a positive climate and most of them are
positive about using technology in the ESL class-
room (for 39% it is very important and for 31% it is
important) for learning a foreign language. The find-
ings were confirmed with the indicators of the Likert
scale. The interquartile Range (IQR) in both cases
equals 2 (See table 3).

Difficulties in the creation of a positive learning envi-
ronment were noticed while analyzing the responses of
students to the question about the possibility of using

@ Space arrangement is
important to me

@ Aface to face
communication is more

successful

Boards with English
language content on the
walls inspire me in the
classroom

English-speaking visitors

in the class encourage
me to speak English

Figure 4. The respondents’ opinions on the importance of classroom
arrangement and learning environment in the English class

Bunyck 49. Tom 2, 2022
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@ Social interaction

@ Having analytical and
imaginative ability

© Motivation

Figure 5. The respondents’ opinions about the importance of factors
that should facilitate their learning of a foreign language

® provides more learning
activities and makes use
of multi-media learning

@ uses audio and visual
environment, for
example, English lecture,

' creates an effective
collaborative partnership

@® engages students in daily
conversations

@ puts language in
unexpected places

@ creates a diverse
classroom library

@ creates a welcoming
atmosphere in ESL

Figure 6. The respondents’ opinions about the frequency
of use of different approaches to enhance language acquisition

e-learning resources in their ESL classes. The median
(Mdn) and the interquartile Range (IQR) shows that
most respondents disagreed that the learning envi-
ronment in the ESL class allows the use of e-learning
resources (Mdn=4, IQR=1) (See table 4).

Students ranked the importance of using high
technology in the ESL class from less important to
most important in improving their language skills:
creating a pleasant feeling when English lessons in
the English lab — 11% of students; the use of com-
puters in English classes is very motivating — 16% of
students; it is useful to listen to passages in English
with headphones — 17% of students; watching DVD-s
in the English class is so great — 25% of students;
watching a movie in an English class with English
subtitles — 37% of students.

According to students’ responses, the factor of
social interaction in learning a foreign language is the
most significant — 45% of respondents admitted this.
Moreover, ESL students recognized motivation as

an equally important factor in learning a foreign lan-
guage — 37% of ESL students accepted this (Figure 5).

Considering approaches that ESL teachers use to
improve students’ language learning, the respondents
admitted practicing more learning activities and mak-
ing use of multimedia learning and teaching resources
(27% of responders) and audio and visual environ-
ment (16% of responders) as more often implemented
by teachers in English classes (Figure 6). Fortunately,
modern technologies allow teachers to create new
forms of digital interaction with students. Thus the
results of the study prove the necessity of using new
up-to-date approaches while teaching and learning
language.

Conclusions. After conducting a study, the
authors made conclusions about the environment
for teaching a foreign language, which is one of the
main factors for successful and effective student
learning. The main task of ESL teachers is to provide
students with an environment in which they will feel
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comfortable and safe. In addition, such a supportive
environment should provide students with the oppor-
tunity to develop language skills and learn English,
while avoiding the problems of an uncomfortable envi-
ronment. Most students consider a positive learning
environment very important. The importance of using
modern technologies in foreign language classes is
proved and their influence on students' perception of
a foreign language is discussed. The results of the
study demonstrated the fact that foreign language
teachers should take into account the learning prefer-
ences and goals of students, which will ensure close
interaction between the teacher and the student dur-
ing the lesson and allow them to easily and quickly
achieve certain learning goals. The vast majority of
students identified social interaction and motivation
as the main factors contributing to the study of a for-
eign language.

The authors of the article analyzed the results
of previous studies, conducted a new study among
students, and studied the opinion of students about
the influence of the learning environment on their
achievements in mastering the language, obtaining
new knowledge that will meet the requirements of
modern society.
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