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The article presents a theoretical study of future
lawyers’ professional practical training at leading
Canadian universities. It has been found out that
the students of higher educational establish-
ments in Canada master the specialty "Law" in
law schools that operate at state universities and
offer professional legal education. The analysis of
educational programs in the field of law at Cana-
dian universities has proved the practical orienta-
tion of the professional training of lawyers in the
country under research. The article emphasizes
the variety of forms and methods of organizing
the educational process, which are used to pro-
vide students with practical skills necessary for
a further career in the field of law. Being a man-
datory component of the educational program,
practical training is aimed at students mastering
modern methods, forms, means of future pro-
fessional activity, its organization, formation of
professional skills and abilities. It has been noted
that the opportunity to acquire practical skills is
implemented through practical training courses
for students of all years. In particular, one of the
most common and successful forms of a practi-
cally oriented educational process in the field of
law in Canada is a legal clinic, where students
acquire professional skills by providing free legal
assistance and legal education to the public. It
has been revealed that an integral component of
the professional training of law students in Can-
ada is the organization of moot courts and par-
ticipation in national and international moot court
competitions. The opportunity to gain practical
experience in various areas of law is provided by
the participation of students in the National Stu-
dent Pro Bono Program, within the framework of
which they provide legal services to low-income
citizens and non-profit organizations. Peculiari-
ties of students' participation in the publication of
periodical legal journals have been considered.
The opportunities for future lawyers to practice
and train in the chosen field of law in order to gain
access to further legal practice in Canada have
been characterized.

Key words: law, law school, practical training,
legal clinic, moot court program, internship, uni-
versity, Canada.

Y cmammi npedcmagsieHe meopemuyHe 00c/Ii-
O)XeHHS1 MPOCECIliHOI MpaKMUYHOI Mi020mMosKu
malibymHix topucmis 8 MPOBIOHUX yHiBEpCcUMe-
max KaHadu. 3'acosaHo, w0 3006yBayi sBULOI

ocsimu onaHosyromb crieyjiaibHicms «[paso»
Y MpasHUYUx wWKosnax, siki ¢hyHKUYIOHyromb pu
OdepasHUX yHiBepcumemax ma nporoHyMb
ompuMaHHsi MPOgheciliHoi FopuAUYHOI ocsimu.
AHai3 HagyasibHUX pogpam y cpepi rpasa 8
YHiBepcumemax KaHaou 3acsiodus rpaxkmudHy
CrpsiMoBaHICMb MPOogheciliHOi Mid2omosKu opuc-
mig 8 docnidxysaHil kpaiHi. Y cmammi Ha2os10-
wyemsCsi Ha sapiamusHocmi ¢hopM i Memoois
opaaHizauil  Has4a/lbHo20 MPOYECY, SIKi BUKO-
pucmosytombCsi 07151 3abe3rneYeHHs1 cmydeHmis
MpaKmMUYHUMU BMIHHSMU ma Hagu4Kkamu, Heob-
XIOHUMU 07151 0Oa/TbWIOI Kap'epu y 2aslysi npasa.
Bydy4u 0608’13K0BUM KOMITOHEHMOM OCBIMHKOI
fpogpamu, fpakmu4Ha nid2omoska CripsiMo-
BaHa Ha 0B0/I00iHHSI cmydeHmamu Cy4yacHUMU
Memodamu, ¢hopmamu, 3acobamu maltibymHsoi
rpocpeciliHoi disiibHocmi, 1 opaaHizayii, ¢hop-
MyBaHHs1 NPogheciliHux yMiHb | HaBUYOK. 3a3Ha-
4aembCsl, WO MOX/IUBICMb 3006ymu HasUYKU
fpakmuyHoi  OisiIbHOCMI  peastisyembCsi Yyepes
rpakmuyHi HasyasibHi Kypcig 07151 cmyoeHmis
BCIX pOKIB HasyaHHs. 30Kpema, 00Hieto 3 Hal-
MOWUPEHIWUX | HalycrilWHiuux ¢hopm npak-
MUYHO CrPSIMOBaHO20 Has4a/IbHO20 MPOYECY B
2aslysi npasa 8 KaHaoi € topududHa K/iHika, de
cmydeHmu Habysaromb HasU4KU MpPogheciliHoi
Oisi/IbHOCMI W/ISIXOM Ha0aHHs 6e3KOWMOBHOI
IOpuUOUYHOI donomMoau ma  30iliCHeHHsT ripa-
BOBOI Mpocsimu  Hace/leHHs.. Busig/ieHo, wo
HeBI0'€EMHOI CK/1ad0B00  MPOheCiliHOI  Mid2o-
mosku cmydeHmig-rpasHUKi8 8 KaHadi € opea-
Hi3ayis Has4a/lbHUX Cy00BUX 3acioaHHsIX ma
yyacmsb 'y HayioHa/lbHUX | MDKHaPOOHUX KOH-
Kypcax cydosux npouyecis. Moxyiugicmb 300-
6yBamu rpakmuy4HUU OOCBIO y PI3HUX 2as1y3sX
rpasa 3abe3nevyyemscsi y4acmio cmyoeHmis y
HayjoHasbHili cmydeHmebKili B0/10HMePChKili
rpoepami Pro Bono, 8 pamkax sikoi BOHU Hada-
oMb FOPUOUYHI roC/y2u 07151 Masio3abesrede-
HUX 2pomadsiH ma HenpubymkoBuX opaaHizayjt.
Po3esisiHymo ocob/iusocmi y4acmi cmyoeHmis
Y pobomi Had BUOAHHSIM NEPIOOUYHUX HOpPUOUY-
HUX XypHasis. Oxapakmepu3osaHi MOX/1UBOCMI
MatibymHix npasHuKig rMpoxooumu rpakmuky i
cmaxysaHHs1 B8 06paHili 2a/1y3i npasa 3 MEMor
ompumaHHsi docmyry 00 30iliCHEHHSI 100a/Tb-
wioi' topuduYHoI rpakmuku 8 KaHaol.

KntouoBi cnosa: npaso, npasHuya Wkosa,
rpakmuy4Ha nid2omoska, HpuouyHa KIIHIKa,
Has4a/IbHi Cy00Bi 3acioaHHsl, CMaxysaHHsl, yHi-
Bepcumem KaHada.

Formulation of the problem. Nowadays the
problem of professional training of specialists in the
field of law remains relevant in Ukraine, which is
manifested in the disproportion between theoretical
and practical bases in favor of the former, at a time
when practical skills are increasingly valued in the
labor market and the adaptation of a legal graduate
to the practical work is getting harder. One of the
ways to resolve these contradictions is to use foreign
experience in this field, in particular, Canadian
experience.
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Analysis of recent research and publications.
The analysis of the scientific and pedagogical
literature on higher legal education has proved
that the key issues in this field attract the attention
of many domestic and foreign scholars. Foreign
experience of future legal specialists’ professional
training is outlined in the works of such scientists as
Androshchuk, Arthurs, Bihun, Bilenchuk & Slyvka,
Boon, Bowker & Christian, Bryden, Ferguson,
Grenon & Perret, Harno, Holloway, Hurak, Kukovska,
Macfarlane & Manwaring, Maharg, Mwenda,
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Proskurniak, Roskopina, Smith, Hale & Gold, Steele
& Taylor, Vasylenko & Haldetska, Vorontsova, et al.
Despite the large number of scientific publications
on higher legal education, unfortunately, the issues
of students’ training to further practical activity in the
field of law at Canadian higher education institutions
are not sufficiently covered.

The aim of the article is to analyze the current state
of future lawyers’ practical training at the universities
of Canada, to outline the variety of its organizational
forms and to specify their peculiar features.

Presentation of the main material. Professional
training of specialists in the field of law at Canadian
universities is realized through the system of law
schools — special institutions that operate at public
universities and offer professional education in
common law, civil law or both systems of law.
Educational programs of law schools provide
students with opportunities to form and develop the
necessary knowledge, abilities and skills for future
professional activity and are based on the principle
of connecting theory with practice due to the fact
that modern jurisprudence needs specialists able to
implement the acquired theoretical knowledge in legal
practice. It is here that the role of the university in
creating an effective mechanism for the organization
of practical training of law students, who thus get their
first experience of legal activity, becomes important.

Having analyzed educational programs in the field
of law at Canadian universities, it can be stated that
the professional training of lawyers in this country
is characterized by a practical focus. In addition to
acquiring and deepening theoretical legal knowledge
while attending traditional lectures and seminars, law
schools in Canada offer students various types of
practical classes using the case method, Socratic and
problem-based methods, which help in the formation
of students’ professional qualities, increase the level
of legal thinking, contribute to the transformation of
theoretical knowledge into practical ones, develop
logical thinking and communication skills, involve
students in the joint solution of professional tasks and
activate the educational process in general [3].

Practical training is a mandatory component of the
educational program for obtaining a degree in the field
of law and is aimed at students' mastery of modern
methods, forms, means of future professional activity,
its organization, formation of professional skills and
abilities, as well as future lawyers’ preparation to
professional activity [2, p. 173]. The opportunity to
acquire practical skills, gain access to justice and
directly experience being a representative of the
legal profession is implemented through a number of
practical training courses for students in the second
and third years of study.

One of the most successful forms of a practically
oriented educational process in the field of law in
Canada is a legal clinic — a structural unit of law

schools, where students acquire practical training
by providing free legal assistance and carrying out
legal education of the population. V. Bigun gives
the following definition of this term: "A legal clinic is
a special institution that provides legal assistance to
usually low-income persons and conducts research
work; at the same time, it is a form of future lawyers’
training in professional knowledge and skills, carried
out under the guidance of a legal mentor in such
an institution. The legal clinic performs a number
of functions: educational — a combination of theory
and practice, development of various professional
qualities of future specialists; social — consists in
satisfying society's problems in legal information and
service; research — its essence being in conducting
experiments; and the final, charitable — providing free
legal services" [1, p. 69-70].

Participation in the work of legal clinics creates
an excellent educational environment by providing
students with the opportunity to apply the acquired
knowledge in real life situations and to communicate
with practitioners of judicial and law enforcement
agencies during the educational process, which will
contribute to their future employment and further
career. Working under the guidance of clinic lawyers,
students develop anewvision of social reality regarding
work in the field of law and in legal institutions, study
ethical issues and acquire important professional
skills, such as providing legal advice, record keeping,
drafting legal documents, interviewing and negotiation
techniques, analysis of testimony or representation of
clients' interests in court and conducting events on
legal education of the population.

The University of Toronto Faculty of Law, for
example, offers students the opportunity to immerse
themselves in the theory and practice of a particular
area of law as part of their Bachelor of Laws degree
programin one of fourlegal clinics, such as: Downtown
Legal Services (a leading public interest clinic for low
income clients housing six clinics in different areas of
thelaw,i.e. Criminal, Family, Refugee and Immigration,
Housing, University Affairs, Employment), David
Asper Center for Constitutional Rights (devoted to
advocacy, research and education in the area of
Canadian Constitutional rights), International Human
Rights Program (focuses on advocacy, knowledge-
exchange and capacity-building initiatives in the
areas of international human rights obligations),
Investor Protection Clinic (provides free legal
services and public legal education to members of
vulnerable communities who are at risk of suffering
harm relating to their investments). Students at this
law school can enroll in a part-time 3-credit, half-time
(6 credits) and intensive (12 credits) law clinic [10].
The University of Calgary Law School offers 1-year
(3 credits) courses in family law, criminal justice, tax
law, public interest, intellectual property, and private
enterprise law clinics [9].
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An integral component of future lawyers’
professional training in Canada is the participation
of law students of all years of study in moot court
programs, which is equivalent to the study of an
academic discipline. A moot court is a simulated
trial that involves intensive mastery of oral and
written defense skills, client counseling, and dispute
resolution. In particular, first-year students participate
in moot court proceedings as a component of the
academic discipline "Legal analysis and defense"
allowing them to develop and present legal arguments
in the context of an appellate case, perform legal
analysis and improve writing skills.

Second- and third-year law students in Canada
regularly participate in national and international
mooting competitions for which they receive 3 to
5 credits, including the Donald Bauman National
Competition, the Gale Cup Competition in Criminal
and Administrative Law, the International Philip Jessup
Competition in Public International Law, Bora Laskin
Competition in Administrative and Constitutional
Law, Harold Fox Competition in Intellectual Property
Law, Bertha Wilson Competition in Equality Issues,
McKanley/Sopinka Cup in Jurisprudence, etc. The
advantages of such processes are the opportunity
for students to see the connection between theory
and practice, to stimulate future lawyers to a more
in-depth study of legal rules and creative application
of acquired knowledge, skills and abilities, as well
as an opportunity to cooperate in a team with other
students and meet with law students from other
universities during such competitions at the national
and international levels.

An important role in the process of professional
training of specialists in the field of law is played by
participation in Pro Bono Students Canada (from
Latin pro bono publico, literally — for the public
good) — a volunteer organization in Canada that
is actively supported by the bar association, the
judicial system and higher educational institutions.
Founded at the University of Toronto in 1996, today
it operates successfully in 22 law schools across
Canada, recruiting more than 1,500 lawyers each
year to provide free professional legal services to
indigent citizens and non-profit organizations. This
organization performsthree functions: training of future
lawyers by providing practical educational experience
for students; increasing access to justice for low-
income citizens and non-profit organizations; and
encouraging a pro bono culture in the legal profession
[6]. Through this program, student volunteers,
working under the guidance of a volunteer lawyer,
have the opportunity to improve their legal skills in
various areas of law by gaining practical experience
in a variety of legal settings, including law clinics,
non-profit organizations, law firms, courts, tribunals
and other legal and public institutions. Students in
this program do not provide legal representation or
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consultation, but only prepare reports, develop and
conduct legal education seminars, assist attorneys
with client intake, and help clients with document
preparation.

Law students at the universities of Canada are
also actively involved in the process of creating legal
periodicals published by most Canadian law schools.
It provides them with practical experience in legal
analysis and writing, skills in working with scholarly
submissions as well as planning and publishing
journals that are dedicated to the study of current
legal issues, problems and philosophies through the
presentation of articles, research notes, commentaries
and reviews. First-year students are invited to serve
as junior editorial board members on a voluntary
basis to fact-check and annotate manuscripts, while
second- and third-year students can apply for senior
editorial board and editor positions on a competitive
basis, working directly with authors and improving
academic writing skills, gaining a solid understanding
of research and citation standards. Participation in
the publication of the law school journal is important
not only for successful studies, but also for a future
career in the field of law.

Internship is another mandatory element of
the practical training of specialists in the field of
law at Canadian universities giving students the
opportunity to obtain additional credits and practical
experience in selected areas of law and various
institutions both in Canada and abroad international
organizations, governmental and non-governmental
organizations, private enterprises, corporations,
law firms, charitable institutions, etc. In particular,
the McGill University Law School offers senior
students a unique annual clerkship program at the
Court of Appeal of the Province of Quebec, the
Supreme Court of Canada, the Federal Court of
Canada and the country's provincial courts [5]. The
University of Western Ontario offers a wide range
of international programs for student internships in
different countries, such as: Australia, Argentina,
Brazil, Great Britain, Georgia, China, Costa Rica,
the Netherlands, Germany, Peru, the USA, Chile,
Switzerland, etc. [11].

The results of the research have shown that
obtaining a degree in the field of law does not give
the right to practice law in Canada. On graduating
from the law school, it is necessary to undergo a
mandatory articling placement in the province in
which the graduate wishes to work. This practice
lasts 9-12 months depending on the province (in
the province of Quebec—6 months) and takes place
under the supervision of a qualified licensed lawyer
with at least 5 years of work experience, regardless
of his or her place of work, in particular in large,
medium or small law firms firms, prosecutor's
office, city or provincial administration, courts or
non-governmental organizations, etc. For example,
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the Law Society of Ontario, guided by the National
Profile of Competencies Required for Legal
Practice, defines 5 levels of professional skills
that students are required to demonstrate during
the articling period. The articling principal must
prepare a report for the Law Society of the province,
evaluating the student’s performance in accordance
with the completed tasks within the competence
requirements, namely: 1) establishing relations with
the client (task: conduct an interview with the client);
2) case management: organization (task: to draw
up an expert legal opinion); 3) case management:
defense (task: to represent the client's interests
in court or through alternative dispute resolution
methods); 4) ethics and professionalism (task: to
demonstrate professional behavior); 5) articling
organization (task: to use the work organization
systems of the legal institution where the articling
takes place) [4].

Conclusions. Therefore, practical training of
legal specialists at Canadian universities is an
integral part of their professional development,
designed to consolidate the theoretical knowledge
acquired during lectures and practical classes, to
form fundamental professional skills and abilities,
and to familiarize with the peculiarities of future
professional activity. The practical component
of future lawyers’ professional training acts as a
connecting link between their theoretical training
and independent work in legal institutions of
Canada.
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