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The article focuses attention on educational
hubs and online laboratories as tools for inno-
vative foreign language learning of interna-
tional students. One of the modern learning
technologies, which unites those who want to
develop their foreign language skills, who are
looking for new ideas and want to gain new
knowledge, who strive for self-improvement
and wants to be involved in creative social
changes and projects — a “hub-laboratory” is
outlined. The definition of the concept of “hub”
has been determined, according to electronic
sources. The Ukrainian and foreign experi-
ence of the functioning of educational hubs
and laboratories, hub sites was analyzed. It
was revealed that the reforms in the field of
education in Ukraine contributed to the crea-
tion of educational hubs. Foreign experience
shows that language hubs are quite common
in European countries, which motivate foreign-
ers and immigrants to learn the language. An
implementation of social network Facebook
in the educational process is emphasized.
Based on a comparative analysis of for-
eign and Ukrainian experience, the authorial
Ukrainian-language hub-laboratory “Ukr.Lang.
Laboratory for foreign students” in Facebook
social network  (https://www.facebook.com/
groups /2580388622284576/) is outlined. This
online hub-laboratory was created to conduct
professional orientation of language study,
practical training of students, involvement in
the implementation of projects and various
types of competitions and conferences. The
main goal of the hub-laboratory is to promote
the acquisition and expansion of knowledge
about the Ukrainian language, to stimulate for-
eign students of various specialties to active
educational and extracurricular activities on
the basis of cross-ethnic interaction. The main
tasks of the hub-laboratory are: to activate of
educational and research activities of foreign
students in order to ensure a deeper mastery
of educational material, formation of skills to
use acquired knowledge in new educational
and professional situations; to provide practical
help to students in developing skills for work-
ing with professionally oriented texts, the abil-
ity to prepare messages, solve various profes-
sional situations, overcome language barriers,
defend one’s position, popularize innovations
in education; to encourage foreign students to
participate in competitions, cross-cultural dis-
cussions, scientific and practical conferences.

Key words: online language laboratory, educa-
tional hub, social network, technology.

Y cmammi akyeHmosaHo ysazy Ha OCBIMHIX
Xxabax, oHnalH-nabopamopisx, siK IHCMpyMeH-
max 07151 iHHOBailHO20 Has4aHHs1 IHO3eMHOI
MOBU MDKHEPOOHUX cmydeHmi. OKpec/1eHo
O0Hy I3 CyyacHUX mexHosoaili HagyaHHsl, sika
06'€dHYEe mux, Xmo 6axae po3susamu CBOI
IHWOMOBHI HaBUYKU, XmO WyKae Hosi idei ma
baxae 3006ymu HOBI 3HaHHS, XMO rpasHe
camMoBAOCKoHa/Isamucsl ma 6ymu 3as1y4eHum
00 KpeamuBHUX CoUjasibHUX 3MiH i MPOEKMIB —
ye «xab-abopamopisi». BusHayeHo OedbiHiyiro
roHsmmsi “hub”, BiOMOBIOHO 00 €1EeKMPOHHUX
oxepen. NMpoaHanizos8aHo ykpaiHcbKUl ma 3apy-
6iKHUL 0oCBIO hyHKUIOHYBaHHSI OCBIMHIX Xabis
ma s1abopamaopili, HopMamusHUX OOKyMEHMIB,
calimis xabis. BusigneHo, wo peghopmyBaHHsI
B 2a/ly3i ocsimu YKpaiHu cripusizio CmsopeHHKo
ocBimHIx xabig. 3apybixHull 0ocBi0 CBIOYUMB,
Wo MOBHI xabu documb MOWUPEHI y KpaiHax
€sponu, Wo mMomusyroms 00 BUBYEHHSI MOBU
iHo3emyis ma rnepecesieHyis. AKUEHMoBaHO
yBagy Ha 3acmocysaHHi COUia/lbHUX Mepex
Yy ocsimHboMy npoyeci. Ha ocHosi Komnapa-
MUBHO20 aHasli3y 3apybiKHO20 | BIMHYUZHIHO20
docsidy, Oemasli3oBaHO aBMOPCbKy  YkpaiH-
CbKOMOBHY — Xxab-1abopamopito  «Ukr.Lang.
Laboratory for foreign students» y couia/ibHitl
mepexi Facebook (https:/iwww.facebook.com/
groups /2580388622284576/), sika cmsopeHa
0719 nposedeHHs poghopieHmayitiHoi pobomu,
PaKMUKO-OpiEHMOBAHOI 1MI020MOBKU CMyOeH-
mig, 3a/1y4eHHs1 00 BUKOHaHHSI POEKMIB, PI3HO20
pody KoHKypcis ma KoHgbepeHuyili. [lposioHa
Mema OisibHocmi xab-1abopamopii — cripusimu
Habymmio i PO3WUPEHHIO 3HaHb MPO YKPAIHCLKY
MoBy, CMUMY/IH0BaMU IHO3EMHUX CMyOeHmIB
Pi3HUX crieyiaibHocmeli 00 akmuBHOI Hag4asTb-
HOI ma ro3aHas4asibHoi Oisi/IbHOCMI Ha 3acadax
MiXemHiyHoi  83aemMoOi. OCHOBHUMU 3aB0aH-
HAMU pobomu xab-rabopamopii €: akmusisayjisi
Has4a/1bHO-00C/IIOHOI  Ois/IbHICMb  IHO3EMHUX
cmydeHmi8 3 Memoto 3abesreqeHHs 21UubUW020
0BO/I00IHHSA Has4a/IbHUM MamepiasioM, ¢hopmy-
BaHHS1 yMiHb BUKOPUCMOBYBamu Habymi 3HaHHS!
Y HOBUX Hagya/IbHO-MPOGPECITIHUX cumyauisix;
HadaHHsi npakmuyHoi doromoay cmydeHmam
Y ¢hopmysaHHi Hagu4ok pobomu i3 rpoghecitiHo
OpieHMOBaHUMU MmeKcmamu, yMiHb 2omysamu
10BIOOM/IEHHSI, BUpIWYBamu Pi3Hi rMpoghecitiHi
cumyauyii, donamu MOBHI 6ap’epu, 8i0cmoro-
Bamu €800 o3Uyito, Mony/isipu3ysamu iHHoBauji
8 0CBIMI; 320X04EHHSI IHO3EMHUX CmyoeHmis8 00
yyacmi 8 KOHKypcax, KpoC-Ky/ibmypHUX OUCKY-
CifIX, HayKOBO-NPaKMUYHUX KOH(DEPEHYsIX.
KntouoBi cnoBa: MosHa oHnaliH iabopamopis,
ocsimHiti xab, coyiasibHa Mepexa, MeXHO/IORIS.
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The problem of research. Qualitative foreign lan-
guage teaching can’t be produced without innovative
trends in education. One of the innovative trends,
that unites those who wish to develop their language
skills, who seek new ideas and knowledge, who strive
to improve themselves, and to be involved in posi-
tive social changes is so called “hub-laboratory”. New
generation of students at high school requires mod-
ern ways of teaching. Hub-laboratories may satisfy
their educational interests.

Analysis of recent research and publications
According to Cambridge Dictionary the notion “hub”
is denoted as “the central or main part of something
where there is most activity” [1]. Collins Dictionary
outlines one of the notions of “hub” as “a center of
interest, importance or activity” [2]. Virtual hubs in
social networks became very popular nowadays.
Social network Facebook, for instance, suits the best
for improving language and critical thinking. Accord-
ing to the investigations by foreign scientist Faryadi
“Results from the critical thinking component of the
post-test showed that the majority of the students in
the control group did not do well. Hence, the students
in the Experimental group benefited as their English
language proficiency was raised because of using
Facebook [4]. Facebook is one of the most popular
social networks among people all over the world.
Ukrainian scientists Sukhonos V.V., Harust Y.V,
Shevtsov Y.A. outlines digitalization of education in
Ukraine: foreign experience and domestic perspective
of implementation. Having analyzed their research it
was turned out, that according to «Higher Education
Opportunity Act — 2008» (a normative document in
the USA, includes a large the number of provisions
on digitization in education [6]), education in remote
mode in the USA transmits two types — Remote light-
ing in the USA transmits two types — high education
and additional (courses, trainings) [9]. In normative
documents of Great Britain is also emphasized the
necessity of additional technical modifications in
higher education. Item 2 part 2 of chapter 1 “Higher
Education and Research Act 2017” defines distance
learning its special form, which provides full (similar
to normal) educational process implemented with the
help of digital technologies. Guided by this norm, on
Digital universities are being created on the basis of
ordinary universities subdivisions, that are directed
to implementation distance education [5; 9]. Day, J.,
Skerritt, G. created a book Language Hub Advanced
Student’s Book with Student’s App Paperback. The
Student's Book has a robust skills, grammar and
vocabulary syllabus with clear learning outcomes. It
also includes a functional language strand presented
through an engaging sitcom series. The Student’s App
allows learners to practice on-the-go with over 300
activities designed to offer quick and flexible practice
[3]. Reformating in the field of education in Ukraine
have recently contributed to the creation of hubs. So,

for example, in 2016, the Ministry of Education and
Science of Ukraine announced plans to create edu-
cational hubs in various regions of Ukraine, where
teachers could find materials for their lessons. This
“School HAB” system was supposed to consist in the
fact that the so-called central school-hubs, equipped
with modern laboratories, with the latest classrooms
and everything necessary for practical classes, would
become supporting educational institutions. The first
few hub schools were created in Ukraine in 2016. The
adoption of the Law on Education in 2017 became
the legal basis for these schools [7]. The analyses of
normative sources and modern Ukrainian and inter-
national investigations has shown the necessity of
implementing new technologies in higher education,
using social networks.

Therefore, we highlight previously unresolved
parts of the overall problem. In our previous pub-
lication “Integrating E-learning in Ukrainian language
teaching for international students at higher education
institutions” it was mentioned about online laboratory
in Facebook [8], but it wasn't analyzed deeply, their
purpose of functioning.

The purpose of the article is to analyze and
describe implementation of hub-laboratory in social
network Facebook “Ukr.Lang.Laboratory for foreign
students” into foreign language teaching for interna-
tional students.

Presenting main material. On May 1, 2018, there
were 519 hub-schools were established across our
country. This project is at the stage of implementation.
However, the number of Ukrainian educational hubs
is growing every year. Among them are: Osvitoria Hub
(https://eduhub.in.ua), World School Hub, (https://
worldschool.com.ua), Education HUB, (http://edhub.
com.ua) and others. Almost all modern hubs have a
physical location, however, most have a page on the
Internet that highlights the events and the offer or ser-
vices of the hub, pages in social networks, some hubs
offer online training. Having conducted an analysis of
domestic and foreign sources regarding the problem
of ICT-based educational hubs, we may summarize.
It was mentioned, the educational hub is an environ-
ment for joint activities. Activities carried out in the
modern technologically oriented world of information
and communication technologies take place both in
real and virtual space. And the hub, as a product of
the modern world, can be real, created on the basis
of a physical object (premises), and virtual, placed
online. Theoretically, there can be hubs that exist
only in real space, and in one way or another (e-mail,
chats, sites, manager, etc.), they use ICT. So, we can
talk about hubs using ICT. It is also necessary to sin-
gle out a group of hubs that have the characteristics
of both a real and a virtual hub, which can be called
as a combined (mixed) [7].

We see the necessity to describe in details the
author’s  professionally oriented hub-laboratory
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Pic. 1. Interface of hub-laboratory page
«Ukr.Lang.Laboratory for foreign students»
in Facebook

page «Ukr.Lang.Laboratory for foreign students»
in social network Facebook, administrated by
I.S. Levenok, PhD, lecturer of Sumy State University
(https:/mww.facebook.com/groups/2580388622284576/).

The Ukrainian-language professional hub-labo-
ratory is a voluntary association of foreign students
of various specialties that performs independent and
individual work together with a teacher of a specific
focus. The purpose of the laboratory is to promote
the acquisition and expansion of knowledge about
the Ukrainian language, to stimulate foreign stu-
dents of various specialties to active educational and
extracurricular activities on the basis of cross-eth-
nic interaction. This online hub-laboratory was cre-
ated to conduct professional orientation of language
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study, practical training of students, involvement in
the implementation of projects and various types
of competitions and conferences. The main tasks
of the hub-laboratory are: to activate of educational
and research activities of foreign students in order
to ensure a deeper mastery of educational mate-
rial, formation of skills to use acquired knowledge in
new educational and professional situations; to pro-
vide practical help to students in developing skills for
working with professionally oriented texts, the ability
to prepare messages, solve various professional sit-
uations, overcome language barriers, defend one’s
position, popularize innovations in education; to
encourage foreign students to participate in compe-
titions, cross-cultural discussions, scientific and prac-
tical conferences.

Socio-cultural and cultural-educational directions
of the work of the laboratory are implemented in the
involvement of students in learning about the history,
culture of the city, the university through reading texts
(for example, “The City Sumy Day”), viewing video
materials about the cities of Ukraine, about Ukrain-
ian holidays and traditions, listening to podcasts on
the topics “Acquaintance”, “Words of greeting and
farewell in Ukrainian”, etc., study of Ukrainian idioms
(Ukrainian Lessons resource https://www.ukrainian-
lessons.com/premium/), virtual excursions.

We implement the educational and professional
direction of the laboratory by reading texts of various
levels of complexity (we offer adapted fragments of
articles and publications for students, for example,
“Breathe correctly!” advice from J. Nestor, author of
the book “Breathing”), professionally oriented texts,
cards on Ukrainian grammar, spelling, resources of
online dictionaries of the Ukrainian language.

We review and discuss video materials on the
“Interesting Science” YouTube channel (for example,
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processing the video “Where do new viruses come
from”  https://www.youtube.  com/channel/UCMI-
VE71tHEUDKuw8tPxtzSQ), some news (photos, vid-
eos), for example, from the local channel “Suspilne
Sumy” about pediatric surgeon Volodymyr Doro-
shenko, TV serials about doctors, virtual trips (“COR-
PUS Museum of the Human Body”). Within the labo-
ratory, foreign students are involved in such direction
as research activities, participate in the mini-project
“Foreign medical students support doctors”. We
believe that collective discussion of the proposed top-
ics, independent, individual work within the Ukrain-
ian language laboratory contribute to the formation
of skills in working with texts, the ability to process
materials and prepare messages, reports, overcome
language barriers, defend one’s position, prepares for
language-communicative interaction.

Within the framework of the Ukrainian-language
laboratory “Ukr.Lang.Laboratory for foreign students”,
foreign students were involved in an imaginary trip to
the “CORPUS museum of the human body (Nether-
lands)”. After an imaginary journey, the game “Micro-
phone” was used to discuss topical issues about the
science of anatomy. Students were also involved in
the interactive game “Tag Me”. The professionally
oriented game consisted in the fact that the student
should match the names of the parts of the human
body, which are written on the cards, with the place
where it is located. The work of the students was
aimed at deepening their knowledge of medical ter-
minology, at forming the ability to correctly use lexi-
cal and grammatical constructions when composing
dialogues, drawing up a patient’'s card. The project
method enriched the language and communication
skills of foreign students. As part of the Ukrainian-lan-
guage laboratory “Ukr.Lang.Laboratory for foreign
students”, students prepared an author's mini-project
“Foreign medical students support doctors”, pub-
lished posts in Ukrainian and English on their page
in the social network and on the page of the Ukrain-
ian-language laboratory. Posts contained words of
thanks and support for doctors, quotes or a short text
about doctors. The project works were published on
the website of the Ukrainian-language hub-labora-
tory, and were also presented by foreign students at
the 11l International scientific and practical conference

“Academic culture of the researcher in the educa-
tional space: European and national experience”
(2020). Scientific work is provided by participating in
Scientific students conferences, for instance, “First
Step into the Science”, where the thesis, presenta-
tions were presented by students (2022).
Conclusion. In the article we made an attempt to
make terminological analysis of “hub” notion, compar-
ative analysis of the Ukrainian and foreign experience
of the educational hubs and laboratories function-
ing, normative documents. It was revealed, that the
reforms in the field of education in Ukraine contrib-
uted to the creation of educational hubs. The author’s
professionally oriented hub-laboratory page «UKr.
Lang.Laboratory for foreign students» in social net-
work Facebook was described. Educational hub-lab-
oratory works in three directions: socio-cultural, pro-
fessional-oriented and scientific-oriented.
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