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The article assesses the educational challenges
of the war period in Ukraine and analyzes free
online ESL/EFL teaching and learning resources
that provide students with better opportunities
for synchronous and asynchronous learning. In
addition, the article discusses incorporating inspi-
rational and cutting-edge topics in the classroom.
The suggestions on how to deliver and master
successfully the learning material are developed.
The paper offers blended learning and flipped
classrooms as effective approaches to teaching
and learning in conditions of war. It was the pan-
demic that made online classes a necessity and
blended learning became a new norm. Blended
learning involves combining online and in-person
teaching methods, making it a flexible approach
that allows for customization. The paper high-
lights the benefits of a flipped classroom where
students engage with materials outside of class
to prepare for active learning experiences in the
classroom. Thus, learners can develop their
individual mode of studying, get used to practic-
ing English outside the classroom, and acquire
confidence in language production. Therefore, a
number of free digital resources are analyzed in
terms of their use for mastering language skills
and fostering critical thinking. Finally, the study
emphasizes the importance of introducing cre-
ative activities that are different from traditional
exercises to make classes more engaging and
to boost students’ learning opportunities. Every
presented resource is considered from the stand-
point of its suitability for developing four language
skills. The authors draw attention to the current
authentic materials and a variety of activities pro-
vided by the resources under study. The empha-
sis is laid on facilitating the presentation of new
vocabulary in different contexts, allowing stu-
dents to hear a word not in isolation, but among
other words, giving grammar recommendations
and providing lesson content-based tests.
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Y cmammi oyiHIorombCs 0CBIMHI BUK/TUKU repi-
00y 8iliHU B YKpaiHi ma aHasnisytombcsi 6e3-
KOWMOBHI OH/1aliH-pecypcu 07151 BUK/Ia0aHHs!

ma Has4aHHsI aHe/liticbKol MOBU $IK IHO3EMHOI,
SIKi Hadaromb cmyoeHmam kpawi MoxJ/ausocmi
0/159 CUHXPOHHO20 Ma aCUHXPOHHO20 HaB4aHHSI.
HazonoweHo — Baxugicmb — BUKOPUCMAHHS
Cy4acHUX 3axoruItolodux mem 071l BUBHEHHS,
3arporoHoBaHo Crocobu ycritHoi nodadi ma
3aCBOEHHST HaB4a/IbHo20 Mamepiasy. 3miliaHe
Has4aHHs ma repesepHymi Kaacu po3afisi-
darombCsi sIK ehekmusHi Mioxoou 00 BUK/Ia-
0aHHsl ma HagyaHHs1 8 ymMosax BiliHU. OHnalH-
HagyaHHsI CMasio HeOoBXIOHICMIO we 3 4acis
naHoemii, a 3MiluaHe Has4aHHsi cmasio HOBOK
HOpMOI0. 3MiliaHe Hag4aHHs nepedbadae noeo-
HaHHsi mMemodiB OH/1aliH- ma mpaduyitiHo2o
HasyaHHsl, Wo pobums (020 2Hy4KUM rMioXodoMm,
sIKuUl A0380/151€ Mid/IAWIMOBYBamU 3aHIMMS r1id
nompebu cmydeHmig. Y OOC/IIOXeHHI sucsim-
JII0I0MbCS1 Nepesazau  NepesepHymo20 Kacy,
de cmydeHmuU npaylolms 3 Mamepianamu
rnosa 3aHammsmMu, wWob nidzomysamucsi 00
aKmuBHO20 Has4aHHsl B8 K/iaci. Takum YUHOM,
YYHI MOXYymb BUpobumu c8ili iHOuBIOya/IbHUL
Cr1oci6 Hag4aHHsI, 38UKHYmMU 00 NPaKMUKYBaHHsI
aHesitickkoi MoBU no3a ayoumopieto ma Habymu
MOB/TEHHEBOI BriesHeHocmI. Hu3ska 6e3kowmos-
HUX YughpoBUX pecypciB aHaslizyembCsi 3 MoYKU
30py X BUKOpUCMAHHSI 07151 OBO/IO0IHHST MOB-
HUMU Hasu4ykaMu ma po3sUMKY KPUMUYHO20
MUC/IEHHSI.  [JOCIIOXEHHS MIOKPEC/IIOE BaXJIU-
BICMb BUKOHaHHSI MBOpYUX akmusHocmed, siKi
BIOPI3HSIIOMbCST BI0 MpaduyiliHux snpas, Woo
3pobumu 3aHsImmsi Gi/lbW 3aXON/IOHUMU ma
nidsuWUMU MOX/IUBOCMI O/IS1 HaB4aHHS cmy-
OdeHmis. KoeH rpedcmassieHuli pecypc posesisi-
0daembCsi 3 MoYKU 30py Uio2o npudamHocmi 0515
PO3BUMKY HOMUPBLOX MOBHUX HABUYOK. ABMopu
38epmaromb yBazy Ha Cy4acHi asmeHMmuYHi
Mamepianu ma pisHOMaHimHicmb  3a80aHb,
wo micmsms docnioxysaHi pecypcu. OcHosHa
YIHHICMb  aHa/li30BaHUX pecypcis ybadaembCsi
B rofieaweHHi npedcmag/ieHHsi HOBOI JIEKCUKU
B PI3HUX KOHMeKCcmax, MOXJIusoCmi fpocsy-
Xamu C/I0BHUKOBY OOUHUUIO Y 38'A3HOMY MOB-
JIEHHI, HasIBHOCMI 2paMamuyHo20 00BIOHUKa ma
mecmiB, PO3pO6/IEHUX Ha OCHOBI 3MICMY YPOKY.
KntouoBi cnosa: 3viluaHe Has4yaHHsi, nepesep-
Hymuli knac, oHnalH-pecypcu ESL/EFL, cuHx-
POHHE Mma AaCUHXPOHHE HagyaHHsl, HasyaHHsI
8 ymoBax BiliHU.

The Internet provides ESL / EFL teachers and
learners with a diverse range of educational resources
such as podcasts, videos, self-guided courses, arti-
cles, quizzes etc. Therefore, teachers are constantly
challenged with how to tackle up-to-date and thought-
provoking topics to implement in the classroom.

The pandemic trained all of us much and educator
community is not an exception. Having been forced
to introduce the transition, currently we have to admit
that online classes are here to stay. The educators of
Ukraine have to work in specific conditions due to rus-
sian invasion and occupation. Not only are we to apply
technology to classrooms, but also ESL / EFL teachers

have to develop their teacher imagination skills which
can help bridge the gap between offline and online
worlds, as well as to help learners get distracted from
stress caused by this awful war. The relevance of the
suggested study is grounded in the necessity to deliver
and master successfully the learning material in condi-
tions of war and to search for approaches targeted at
embedding various elements into classes through the
successful use of digital learning resources. The aim of
the paper is to analyze the most appropriate learning
digital resources to be used in blended teaching
and learning. The tasks to be solved are as follows:
to define and justify blended learning and flipped
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classrooms as effective approaches to teaching and
learning in conditions of war; to develop a tool kit of
free Internet resources that increase students’ learning
opportunities; to analyze the pros and cons of the sug-
gested resources.

The COVID pandemic and the full-scale russian
invasion of Ukraine forced the educators to adjust
the educational process to new extreme conditions.
Theoretical and practical experts from Ukraine and
abroad have been contributing to assisting teach-
ers and learners in handling the challenges of crisis
times. O. Buinytska, O. Vaskiv investigated informa-
tion and technology environment for distant learning;
K. Buhaichuk, C. Dziuban, C. Graham, J. Rivera,
C. Tucker, T. Wycoff, G. Green devoted their works to
blended learning issues. The particular focus of this
paper is to share the ideas and expertise on how to
deliver the ESL / EFL learning material in conditions
of war and how to provide students with better oppor-
tunities for synchronous and asynchronous learning
in times of war.

Blended learning is commonly referred to as tech-
nology-mediated instruction, web-enhanced instruc-
tion, or mix-mode instruction. It is an approach to edu-
cation that combines online teaching materials and
opportunities for interaction via the Internet applying
physical place-based classroom methods. There
cannot be only one model of blended learning, since
the instruction developer is able to choose remote or
in-person mix that he or she feels is the most relevant
and best suited to the training program. Thus, the def-
inition of blended learning gets far broader than just
classrooms with videos or podcasts on the top [5, 6].

Itis unlikely to tailor a class that will fit all students’
needs as well as will be able to reach many of them.
The challenges that an ESL/EFL teacher has to be
prepared to face are as follows:

— some really smart students;

— some sleepy students;

— students with learning difficulties;

— reluctant students;

— classrooms with only a whiteboard;

— multimedia classroom;

— outdoor classroom;

— different learning paces and places;

— other.

One of the ways to handle the challenges is a
flipped classroom, where students engage with
materials outside of class to get prepared for an
active learning experience when having the class.
During the class, the focus is on getting semi-con-
trolled and improvisation practice, utilizing the new
language patterns and discussing the topic of the
video to watch or the article to read assigned. In
other words, the classroom is more about produc-
tion rather than passive learning and ultimately,
the classroom time is used far more effectively [7].
There is a number of activities to be implemented
into a flipped class such as: problem-solving tasks,
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debates, discussions, brainstorming, peer tutoring
and feedback, and role playing, which contribute to
the development of divergent thinking. Here why,
while planning to flip a class, ESL /EFL teachers
concentrate their attention on planning the activ-
ities that the students are supposed to do in class
and on what they will have to do to prepare for that
active learning in classroom. However, there are two
other aspects to be taken into consideration while
designing flipped classes that require planning as
well: how the activities will be introduced and how
the teacher and the students will be aware of having
been adequately prepared for in-class practice [8].

There appears a moment in every educator’s
career when they feel like getting away from tradi-
tional sets of text books and bring a little spark and
creative atmosphere into the classroom. Most of our
students have already become bored with traditional
activities practiced. They have seen tons of printable
worksheets and they have played considerable num-
ber of interactive language games. However, apart
from the typical teaching websites, the Internet offers
an infinite collection of resources which, when used
in a creative way, can serve as useful tools to sig-
nificantly increase our students’ learning opportun-
ities. Let us share the so-called tool kit of free Internet
resources that would entail benefiting from an array
of online teaching and learning resources.

YouGilish [https://lyouglish.com/] is a free online
platform that allows you to exemplify a new language
unit in an authentic setting, searching for specific
words and phrases in a database of video clips from
popular films, TV shows, TEDx presentations, etc.
Apart from facilitating the presentation of new vocabu-
lary by demonstrating more than one context, it also
allows students to hear how a word is pronounced,
not in isolation like in most online dictionaries, but
among other words. Students can hear it in conver-
sations, highlighting such features of natural speech
as contractions, ellipses or linking sounds.

Presentation — practice — production is a model to
deliver most of EFL /ESL classes. It can be possible
to cover all these stages by selecting proper lesson
having explored Engvid resource [https://www.engvid.
com/] that offers about 2000 video lessons created
by experienced native-speaker teachers. It suggests
grammar, vocabulary and pronunciation, as well as
exam preparation recommendations and training
for IELTS and TOEFL. Each video is categorized by
level — beginner, intermediate or advanced — so, both
teachers and learners find a video that suits them
the most. The lessons are followed with the option
‘quiz’, therefore, users can see how well they have
perceived the material and whether there is a need
to watch the lesson again. The results of student sur-
vey have demonstrated that in spite of conventional
teaching approach dominating in terms of ‘talk and
chalk’, EngVid occupies one of the top positions of
learners’ likes.
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ESL Brains [https://eslbrains.com] focuses on
suggestive and fresh topics in teaching English and
implements diverse activities based on real-life prob-
lems and solutions. Itis a platform developed for Eng-
lish teachers who teach adult learners and it provides
you with teaching materials that include thought-
provoking topics, stimulate critical thinking and spark
discussions about the modern world. Authentic videos
are incorporated into most of the lessons and show
the variety of real life. The introduction of catchy and
up-to-date content engages learners more effectively
and boosts their language skills, while making the
lessons interesting and insightful.

When teaching the course of English for specific
purposes (ESP), it is crucial to give response to the
needs of students who, beyond the learning of the
common language, require a practice regarding
certain professional areas. Hello World Bloomberg
[https://www.bloomberg.com/qt/series/hello-world]
equips you with a valuable collection of the latest arti-
cles on Markets, Economics, Industries, Technology,
Politics, etc. It can be of a great help while designing
an ESP lesson plan aimed at introducing new vocabu-
lary, developing the tasks on reading comprehension
and working out discussion sets.

Ashlee Vance, a reporter for Bloomberg, the host
of Hello world invites you to set off for a journey that
stretches across the globe to get acquainted with the
so-called ‘tech-freaks’ among inventors, scientists
and technologists shaping our future. Each episode
uncovers the ways in which the local culture and
communities have influenced their approach to tech-
nology; therefore, it can contribute much not only to
ESP classes, but also to Country Study courses.

Language is taught in different approaches. Some
teachers prefer the whole-language approach, while
others prefer to separate skill training based on lis-
tening, speaking, reading and writing. English Club
[www.englishclub.com] can provide you with the most
appropriate for your style of teaching. Students will be
more encouraged to learn English with songs, jokes,
puns, riddles and games.

Implementing the flipped classroom approach
incorporating the recommended resources has
reflected in the following advantages. Students

— take control of their learning process and
become more autonomous;

— are able to study on their own pace;

— are exposed to practice English outside the
classroom, which helps create a habit of doing it more
often;

— become more confident and prepared for
language production;

— acquire more independent learning culture.

— The disadvantages are:

— poor or no Internet connection;

— teacher anticipation issue on how well the
students are prepared for the classroom.

To sum up it should be mentioned that ever-
changing and rapidly changing world poses new chal-
lenges for ESL/EFL teachers and learners thus requir-
ing a high degree of flexibility, creativity and adaptation.
Covid 19 pandemic and war in Ukraine caused tran-
sition of the educational process from face-to-face to
online mode. It intensified the use of digital resour-
ces to provide students with better opportunities for
synchronous and asynchronous learning in times
of war. Blended learning is considered as technol-
ogy-mediated and web-enhanced instruction. It com-
bines online teaching materials and in-class methods
of interaction via the Internet. Flipped learning means
students work with materials outside of class to get
ready for active learning when having the class. The
article suggests a tool kit of free Internet resources
that increase students’ learning opportunities and
equip educators with the ideas and expertise on how
to best deliver the learning material in conditions of
war. The analyzed resources allow educators to get
away from traditional sets of textbooks and bring a
creative atmosphere into the classroom. The authors
single out the pluses and minuses of incorporating
the analyzed resources in the educational process.
In the future, the carried-out research enables educa-
tors to develop tasks and activities based on authen-
tic materials suggested in the analyzed resources.
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