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The article deals with current status and short-
comings of journalism education in China. It
aims to gain in-depth insights into the journalism
education model, considering the vast number
of students in Chinese universities and focuses
on innovations in journalism education within the
context of rapid media development. The analy-
sis primarily focuses on representative universi-
ties identified from Chinese academic assess-
ments, aiming to detect commonalities and
provide insights for other universities.

Journalism education in contemporary China
has experienced rapid development, with vari-
ous types and levels of institutions establishing
journalism and communication programs. The
origins of higher education in media studies can
be traced back to journalism, which later evolved
into the discipline of journalism, incorporating
communication studies. In 1997, communica-
tion studies were established as a separate
academic discipline. Apart from journalism and
communication education, film and media arts
education has also seen rapid growth in China.
With the advancement of the internet and digital
technologies, the media industry has undergone
significant transformations, posing new chal-
lenges and requirements for future journalists.
From the current state of journalism education,
it is apparent that universities face issues related
to educational objectives, program offerings, and
teaching methodologies.

To improve the quality of future journalists’
training, universities should adjust journalism
programs  accordingly: emphasizing theoreti-
cal learning while enhancing practical teaching,
increasing collaboration with news media com-
panies to encourage students’ active participa-
tion in practical activities, identifying and address-
ing deficiencies through hands-on experience,
and making the cultivation of versatile journalists
a key educational objective.

Key words: Chinese journalism education,
higher education, journalism and communica-
tion, education model.

Y cmammi posensidaembcsi cydacHull cmaH
ma Heoo/liKu XXypHaslicmcbKoi ocsimu 8 Kumai,

3 Memor ompumMamu roz/iub/ieHe PO3YMIHHS
MOOeNi XXypHa/IiCmCbKOI 0cB8imu, BpaxosyroHU
BE/IUYE3HY KiflbKicmb cmydeHmis y kumaliCbKux
YyHiBepcumemax, i 30cepedXxeHHs1 Ha IHHoOBayjisiX
Y XKypHasicmcbKili ocsimi 8 KOHmMeKcmi cmpim-
Kko2o possumky 3MI. AHani3, 8 OCHOBHOMY,
30CepedXyemsCs  Ha  penpeseHmamusHuX
yHiBeEpcUmMemax, BU3HaYeHUX 3a pesy/lbma-
mamu aka0eMiyHo20 OUjHIOBaHHS, 3 MEMmoK
BUSIB/IEHHST CMI/IbHUX pUC | HadaHHs iHghopmauyjii
IHWUM yHigepcumemis.

JKypHasiicmebka ocsima 8 cyyacHoMy Kumai
riepexuna WeUuOKUl po3sUMOK, KO/IU Pi3Hi munu
ma pisHi 3aKkn1a0i8 CMBOPIOMb XYPHA/IICMChKI
ma KOoMyHikayiliHi rpoepamu. Bumoku suwjoi
ocsimu 8 MediadoC/IiOKEHHI MOXHa rpocme-
KUmU 80 KypHaslicmuKu, sika 32000M repe-
masopunacs Ha ouUCYUN/iHy XypHaaicmuka, wo
BK/IO4AE OOC/TIOXKEHHST KOMYHIkayji. Y 1997 pouyi
KOMyHiKauisi 6y/1a sUO/IeHa sIK OKpeMa Has4ya/lbHa
oucyunniHa. OKpIM XXypHa/TICMUKU ma KOMYHIKa-
yitiHoi' ocsimu, y Kumai' makox cmpimMKo po3su-
BaEMbCS ocsima 8 2as1ysi KiHo ma media-mucme-
ymsa. 3 po3sUMKOM IHmepHemy ma yugbposux
mexHo/ioaili MediaiHOycmpisi 3a3Hana 3Ha4HUX
mpaHcghopmauil, mocmasuswiu rneped malidym-
HIMU )KypHaslicmamu HOBI BUK/IUKU ma BUMOR2U.
3 nomo4Ho20 cmaHy XypHaslicmcbKoi ocsimu
cmae O4esUOHUM, WO YHiBepcumemu cmuka-
oMb 3 rpobrieMamu, rMos’sa3aHuUMU 3 OCBIMHIMU
yinrsivu, rpozpamMHUMU MPorosuyisiMu ma Memo-
ouKamu Has4aHHsl.

o6 midBuwuUMU  siKicmb  Mid20mosKu - Madl-
BYmMHIX XKypHasicmis, yHisepcumemu MoBUHHI
BIOMOBIOHUM YUHOM CKOpu2ysamu rpogpamu
KypHa/IICMUKU: aKyeHmysamu ysazy Ha meope-
MUYHOMY Has4aHHi ma rnokpawjumu npakmuyqHe
Has4aHHs1, po3WupuUmu Criisrpayto 3 HOBUHHUMU
Media-KoMraHiIMU 07151 380XO04EHHST aKmUBHOI
yyacmi cmydeHmig y npakmuyHili Ois/ibHOC,
BUSIBUMU ma YCyHymu HeOO/liKU 4epes rpak-
muyHul 00CBI0, @ makox 3pobumu BUXOBaHHSI
[PI3BHOCMOPOHHIX XXYPHa/TICMIB K/TH0HOBOO 0CBIM-
HBOI0 MEMOol0.

KniouoBi cnoBa: kumalicbka XXypHaslicmcbka
ocsima, suwa ocsima, XypHasicmuka ma Komy-
HiKkayjisi, 0CBImHs1 MOOE/Tb.

Introduction and statement of the problem.
In today's Chinese higher education landscape,
journalism education is a crucial component. Despite
the decline of traditional media in the digital age, the
expansion of communication systems, including new
media, continues. As of the end of 2015, there were
681 universities across the country offering journalism
education. These universities had 1.244 undergraduate
programs, with a total of 226.000 undergraduate
students [9]. Due to differences in the schools to which
journalism departments are affiliated, the systems in
which these schools are situated, their relationships
with industries and government departments, as
well as changes in student training objectives and
curriculum structures, journalism and communication
education varies significantly among institutions.
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Consequently, itisnecessarytoinvestigate different
educational models in order to learn advantages and
make improvements as the present media landscape
is undergoing a substantial transformation of epochal
significance, with media formats and structures being
profoundly adjusted.

The focus of this article is the study and analysis
of journalism education in China. Additionally, this
article also employs the case study method. During
the argumentation, a substantial number of relevant
journalism education cases are chosen, particularly
cases from prominent institutions with journalism
programs, to enhance the article’s content and
credibility.

This research aims to review the current status
of journalism education in China and focuses on
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innovations in journalism education within the
context of rapid media development. Its purpose is
to drive the development of the journalism discipline
and educational innovation in China, expedite the
establishment of a distinctive Chinese journalism
discipline system, enhance China’'s attention to
and theoretical research on media convergence
technology in journalism education, facilitate the rapid
development of journalism education in universities,
and provide relevant recommendations for nurturing
multifaceted future journalists in response to societal
needs. Furthermore, it envisions the integration of
the latest digital technology in journalism education,
exploring directions for educational development
suitable for China and other developing countries.

Research Method. The use of literature analysis
involves extensive collection and organization of
domestic and international literature on journalism
education. By collecting and reviewing literature
related to journalism education, one can develop
a comprehensive understanding of the changes in
journalism education. Building upon the collection
of primary data, structured analysis is conducted to
create a research framework and to propose one’s
perspective and feasible approaches to addressing
issues.

Literature review. Mark Deuze classifies global
journalism and communication education models
into five categories. The first category is university
journalism school education, mainly found in the
United States, Canada, Argentina, and gradually
emerging in the United Kingdom and Australia. It has
become a dominant model. The second category
combines specialized journalism vocational education
with university college education, primarily in countries
as France, Germany, India, and South Africa. The
third category is specialized journalism vocational
education in countries such as the Netherlands and
Denmark. The fourth category encompasses on-the-
job education offered by news media themselves,
including apprenticeship programs, mainly in the
United Kingdom and Japan. The fifth category
includes all of the above and extends to internal
training programs within universities, commercial
projects, media groups, publishers, trade unions,
and other entities, as well as government initiatives,
particularly prevalent in Eastern Europe, North Africa,
Central Africa, and the Middle East [2]. According to
this classification, journalism education in China falls
into the second category.

Professor Wu Tingjun classifies global journalism
and communication education models into three
categories. The first category integrates journalism
practice into academic institutions, with the United
States as a representative. This model combines
education and media operations, closely linking
theory and practice. The second -category is
apprenticeship-based, primarily represented by the

UK before 1990, focusing more on practical training in
news organizations. The third category, represented
by Japan, involves collaboration between universities
and media outlets, directly offering journalism
courses to students or conducting short-term training
programs [7].

Professor Cai Wen's perspective aligns with
Wu Tingjun's but outlines the characteristics
slightly differently into three types. The first type is
the American education model, emphasizing the
imparting of practical skills while being grounded in
social sciences. The second type is the European
model, represented by the UK, emphasizing on-the-
job training. The third type is the Japanese model,
where universities rarely offer journalism majors.
Instead, news media recruit talent from graduates
of other disciplines and provide internal training to
develop journalism professionals [8].

The categorization mentioned above is often
significantly influenced by the type of school. Some
researchers classify educational models based on
the nature and characteristics of the schools. For
example, Professor Chen Changfeng [1] makes a
distinction between comprehensive and specialized
university journalism education. She also specifically
mentions journalism education sponsored by
China’s two major central media outlets, People’s
Daily and Xinhua News Agency. Furthermore, some
scholars analyze different models based on whether
schools are self-run or jointly operated, whether
they are independent departments or rely on other
disciplines [4].

Results and Discussion. The education of
journalism and communication in China started
relatively late and drew on the experiences of
Western countries. In the 1920s, universities in cities
like Shanghai, Beijing, and Xiamen began to establish
departments or schools of journalism. Although the
institutions varied, the basic educational model was
similar. These schools mainly followed the American
model, aiming to cultivate applied talents with a focus
on education and training in journalism knowledge and
skills.» For instance, Fudan University’s Department
of Journalism, established in 1929, was designed
based on the blueprint of the School of Journalism
at the University of Missouri in the United States,»
with the goal of «cultivating editorial and managerial
talents for dom estic newspapers» [3]. After the
founding of the People’s Republic of China, with the
progress of the times, journalism and communication
education entered a period of prosperity.

To our understanding, in the field of education,
the term «mode» is often used to encompass
different styles of education. Gu Mingyuan defines,
«Educational mode is the specific pattern that
education takes under certain social conditions» [6].
Chen Jianping suggests that, «Educational modes
are constrained by a society’s economic, political,
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and cultural factors, and different eras have different
educational modes» [5]. Journalism education modes
representvarious representative and exemplary styles
within the diverse types of journalism education. They
serve as methodologies and knowledge systems that
effectively address the issues in journalism education.
Since journalism education is primarily carried out by
university journalism departments, these modes are
often named after the universities where they originate,
such as the «Missouri Model.» Currently, journalism
education has transcended national boundaries,
becoming a global phenomenon. Therefore, when
discussing journalism education modes, a more
international perspective has emerged, leading to
considerations such as the «American Model» and
«German Model».

1. The Development of Journalism Education
in China

Examining the history of media convergence in
classifying it based on the different forms of media
convergence, the author believes that this can be
primarily divided into four stages.

The Beginning of Journalism Education in China

By reviewing historical records, it is evident that
journalism education in Chinese universities began in
1918. In the 1920s, China experienced its first wave
of development in journalism education. According
to statistics, a total of 12 universities in the country
established journalism programs, such as the School
of Journalism at Fudan University. These journalism
schools were primarily initiated with investments
from American newspapers, thus adopting the
American journalism education model. Since then,
the initial framework of journalism education in China
gradually took shape. Prior to 1949, it is estimated
that there were approximately 460 students enrolled
in journalism programs in China.

Transition in Journalism Education in China

After 1949, a period of reconstruction and
development began. During this time, adjustments
were made in journalism education. In 1952, many
journalism schools underwent reorganization.

Innovation Stage of Journalism Education in
China

By the 1980s, China’s journalism programs
were gradually restored and experienced rapid
development under the guidance of reform and
opening up policies. In 1977, Renmin University
of China rebuilt its School of Journalism, which
marked the beginning of numerous universities
across the country establishing journalism programs.
Especially in 1983, a joint seminar on journalism
education hosted by the Publicity Department of
the Communist Party of China Central Committee
and the Ministry of Education laid a solid foundation
for the reform of journalism education. According to
statistics, at that time, 21 universities in China offered
journalism programs, marking the comprehensive
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development phase of journalism education. As
of now, there are 681 universities in China with a
total of 1244 undergraduate programs in journalism
and communication. Among these, 326 universities
offer journalism programs, 378 universities have
programs in advertising, 234 universities offer
radio and television studies, 140 universities have
programs related to internet and news media, and
there are also 82 universities with programs in
editing and publishing, 71 universities with programs
in communication studies, and 13 universities with
programs in digital publishing.

2. Current Status and Insufficiencies of
Journalism Education in China

The journalism and communication education
model can be understood in various ways, depending
on the perspective taken. This multiplicity arises
from differences in observation angles. At the end
of 2017, the Ministry of Education announced the
results of the fourth national assessment of first-level
disciplines. Among the 81 journalism departments that
participated, the top four schools are currently Renmin
University of China, Communication University of
China, Fudan University, and Huazhong University of
Science and Technology. In order to comprehensively
analyze the status of undergraduate journalism
education in China, we have chosen two prestigious
institutions, the School of Journalism at Renmin
University of China and the School of Journalism at
Fudan University, for comparative analysis, with the
aim of providing a clearer depiction of the current
state of undergraduate journalism education in China

Current  Status of Journalism Education
Objectives

It is worth noticing that educational objectives are
a critical issue in journalism education. Therefore,
the first step involves studying the training programs
for journalism majors in Chinese universities. By
comparing the undergraduate journalism education
objectives of two universities, as shown in Table 1, we
can gain a general understanding of the current status
of higher education journalism training objectives.

In Table 1, it can be observed that in the era of
media convergence, the educational objectives of
journalism have three main characteristics. Firstly,
to adapt to the environment of media convergence,
universities continue to cultivate students’ qualities
but also emphasize the development of their
professional competence and broad knowledge.
Due to media convergence, the media industry
demands professionals with extensive knowledge
and proficient skills, and universities have adjusted
their requirements accordingly. Secondly, the
current requirements for undergraduate journalism
education involve practical journalism training
for students. This indicates that China has laid
a practical foundation for journalism majors to
smoothly enter the media industry after graduation.
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Table 1

Comparison of Journalism Education Objectives at Two Universities (Partial, with omissions)

School of

Journalism Education Objectives

Educational Requirements

Renmin University | To cultivate journalism professionals

Study philosophy; master the fundamentals of
journalism; proficiently use advanced technology in

Fudan University
(2012 Education
Objectives) roles within the fields of journalism,

publishing, and public relations.

Ef dﬁ?;?%r(f()ﬂ \évcl)tr?];Q}Lg::g;\?g'gvgggslfgﬁglggﬁs Z?]?je’ journalism activities; establish a solid foundation in
L ! journalism practices; and demonstrate proficiency
Objectives) excellent development potential. in using a foreign language.
To cultivate high-quality professionals with Possess a solid foundation in the fundamental
School of knowledge and skills in journalism, a good theories of journalism; undergo basic training in
Journalism, understanding of Chinese news and publicity | journalism practices; understand the principles of

policies and regulations, and the ability to
work in editing, reporting, and management

philosophy in journalism; have a strong base of
knowledge in the humanities; proficiently master
skills in news gathering, writing, and editing; and
be skilled in using a foreign language.

Table 2
Curriculum for the 2017 Undergraduate Journalism Program at Renmin University of China (partial)
Course Credit Credit
type Course name hours Course name hours
. . . Cross-media Communication

Basics of Journalism Practice 2 Experiment 2

History of Chinese Journalism and 5 Introduction to Sociology 2

Communication

History of Foreign Journalism and . .

Communication 2 Basic of economics 2

Communication Theory 2 Fundamentals of Political Science 2
Required Journalism Theory 2 Introduction to Law 2

Journalism Ethics and Regulations 2 News interview writing 2

Digital Communication Technology .

Application 2 News Editor 2

Imaging Technology 2 News Reviews 2

Strategic Communications 2 Photojournalism 2

Communication Research Methods 2 Graduation Internship 4

In-Depth Reporting 2 Graduation Thesis 4

Data News Visualization 2 English interviews and reporting 2
Electives Magazine Editor 2 Data Journalism Basics 2

Argument and Debate Analysis 2 Media reporting and hosting 2

Lastly, looking at the two universities mentioned
above, the journalism education programs are
quite similar, with broad and less operational
requirements. These characteristics not only hinder
students’ individual development but also impede
the cultivation of journalistic awareness.

Higher Education Undergraduate Journalism
Curriculum and Credit Distribution in China

Based on own analysis of journalism curriculum
at most universities across China, the curriculum
for undergraduate journalism in recent years mainly
consists of two parts: public foundational courses
(such as politics, English, and computer science)
and journalism major courses (including news
reporting and writing, data journalism, and converged
journalism). Below is an analysis of the curriculum
content and credit distribution at two universities
to examine the current state and characteristics of
journalism programs.

We suppose that looking at the curriculum and
credit requirements for the undergraduate journalism
programs in these two universities, combined with
Figure 1, we can gain a clear understanding of the
current status of journalism education in China in
recent years.

In recent years, journalism programs in China have
four main characteristics. First, the credit requirements
are essentially the same, all exceeding 140 credits.
Moreover, the proportion of required courses is much
greater than elective courses. Second, theoretical
content has a larger proportion, while practical courses
have a smaller share and fewer credits. Third, there is
a similarity in the professional and general education
courses offered among universities, lacking distinctive
features. Fourth, to adapt to the development of digital
technology and media integration, some universities
have introduced media integration-related courses at
the undergraduate level.
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Table 3

Curriculum for the 2010 Undergraduate Journalism Program at the School of Journalism
at Fudan University (partial)

Course type Course name ﬁ:;?ﬂ'st Course name ﬁ:ﬂ:'st
Photojournalism 3 News Communication Laws and Ethics 2
History of Journalism and > History'of Jourr_1alism in the People’s 2
Communication in China Republic of China
News Interviewing and Writing 3 Basics of Network Communication 2
Required for Introduction to Media Convergence 2 \llzcr)grr]rélizlrlergce:S:jeCommun|cat|on
gg’:j?;; News Editing and Commentary 3 Media Management 2
In-depth report 2 Teaching internship 2
gf;?%% c';?{gr']gn Journalism and 2 Teaching Internship 4
External Reporting 2 Graduation Thesis 4
Radio and Television News 2
Cross-Cultural Communication 2 E:Irie:giecdaingllsh Newspapers and 2
Communication Research Methods 2 Public Affairs Reporting 2
Computer Assisted Journalism 2 Visual Communication 2
Public Opinion 2 Integrated Reporting 2
. Integrated Marketin . . .
zlr:gteijzg)nal Corr?munications 9 2 Multimedia Production 2
course Mass Media and Culture 2 Political Communication 2
Sports and Entertainment Reporting 2 Introduction to Publishing 2
Egg}g%r%%%i;))emal Topic (Full 2 Marketing Communication Planning 2
Financial Reporting 2 Foreign News Legal System 2
. Chinese Newspapers and Chinese
Magazine Research 2 Society pap 2
160
140
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Fig. 1. Two universities’ journalism course types and credit requirements distribution chart

Shortcomings in Chinese Journalism Education
in the Era of Media Convergence.

Outdated Training Objectives. Firstly, journalism
programs in university journalism schools have similar
curricula, hindering the individualized development
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of journalism talents and not conducive to fostering
students’ journalism awareness. Such training
objectives do not enhance the employability of
journalism majors and make them easily replaceable
by students from other disciplines. Secondly, another
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drawback in the training objectives for Chinese
undergraduate journalism programs is that they have
not kept pace with the times.

Incomplete Curriculum. First, the curriculum
is outdated. Even though some universities have
introduced courses related to media convergence
technology in this environment, their number is limited.
Second, there is an imbalance in the course ratio.
As observed from the investigation into renowned
universities mentioned earlier, the proportion of
compulsory courses in Chinese undergraduate
journalism programs is significantly higher than that
of elective courses. Third, there is a strong emphasis
on theory over practice. In the context of media
convergence, the dearth of professional practice
courses will directly affect the employment prospects
of journalism students.

3. Prospects of Higher Journalism Education
in China

Timely Update of Training Objectives. To
our understanding, in the ongoing trend of media
convergence, the current training objectives in higher
journalism education are significantly outdated,
necessitating the establishment of new talent training
programs. This study reviewed the training programs
of the top 20 universities in China for journalism, as
listed on the China Science and Education Evaluation
Network. It was observed that there have been
minimal changes in the undergraduate journalism
education programs in our country recently. According
to the ‘Opinions on News Talents Education and
Training Plan 2.0’ released by the Chinese Ministry
of Education, the new goal of journalism education in
China is to cultivate versatile journalists equipped with
a wide range of skills. We can emphasize that current
university journalism education should proactively
adapt to the development trends of the information
society and media integration. It should promptly
revise and improve talent training programs, enhance
curriculum design, and promote interdisciplinary
education.

Innovate Curriculum Design. In the rapidly
evolving media landscape, journalism programs
must adapt by introducing interdisciplinary courses.
Journalism, as a field, should continue to incorporate
the achievements of other disciplines. For instance,
in the context of journalism education in Japan, in
many universities journalism programs have merged
with other disciplines, such as sociology, media
studies, information technology, and law. The media
industry has diverse demands for journalists, and only
versatile journalists can meet these requirements.
Secondly, there is necessity to introduce courses
related to media convergence. With the advent of the
media convergence era, journalism education must
adjust its existing curriculum. This involves integrating
and optimizing existing courses, incorporating
elements of media convergence into the curriculum.

Simultaneously, courses on multimedia journalism
reporting, new media advertising, and other media
integration-related subjects should be added.
This will enhance students’ awareness of media
integration and familiarize them with the unique
characteristics of media convergence technology.
Not only will it help students master advanced digital
communication techniques, but it will also deepen
their understanding of the communication dynamics
of media convergence, enabling them to better
integrate into the new media industry and adapt to
the developments of the media convergence era.

Conclusion. The development of digital
technology has led to the convergence of media
outlets. The changes in the news industry not only
affect media companies and professionals but also
impact the journalism education model in universities.
In the era of media convergence, journalism
education in universities faces numerous challenges.
To enhance the quality of future journalists’ training,
universities should adjust journalism programs
accordingly: emphasizing theoretical learning while
enhancing practical teaching, increasing collaboration
with news media companies to encourage students’
active participation in practical activities, identifying
and addressing deficiencies through hands-on
experience, and making the cultivation of versatile
journalists a key educational objective. Additionally,
to combat fake news, there should be a focus on
nurturing students’ professional ethics and moral
values through education.

Regarding faculty, universities can optimize
their teaching resources by hiring industry experts,
increasing the proportion of professional teachers
with practical experience, sharing faculty resources
among universities, and organizing teacher training
workshops. Furthermore, in terms of teaching
methods, Chinese journalism education can diversify
instructional approaches to enrich the learning
experience.

However, one thing that can be affirmed at
present is that in the era of media convergence,
journalism education cannot be separated from the
news media industry and technology. To promote the
development of journalism education, universities
must innovate in journalism education, and teachers
must understand and master the new technologies of
media convergence. Only by enhancing awareness
of the media environment and harnessing various
favorable factors can we better train future journalists
and improve the quality of journalism education.
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